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others : From hence the judicious. Rea 
der draws excellent Obſervations for the 
Condyd of his Life, and may wiſely 
ties, which, when diſcovered in 


eee another . 
e cannot but diſlike and condemn, | Uſe: 


w * 


| ful however and inſfructiue as this Stu- 
dy is, it frequently happens, that, in 
Biographical Hiſtories, the Authors of 
them, either thraugh Tgnoratce ar Care- 
leſſneſ, have repreſented Facis and Cir- 
Ink * ens 


The PREFACE. 7 


nll very erroneouſly ty, Sad, hve 
given as much Falſhood as Truth in their 
Relations of Things. . As this is well 
known to have been the Caſe with ſeve- 
ral Hiſtorians, ſo has it been particu- 
larly with thoſe, who have wrote the Life 
of hs famous Beliſarius. This is very 
evident from the Peruſal of the follow- 
ing Hiſtory, fome Time fince = ed 
in French. We ſhall here fd at- 

ters rep reſented n a quite different 
Light, and, as this Hiſtory is ſupport- 
 ed.by ſome of the 2 Autborities, I was 
induced to publ. iſp a Tranſlation of it in 
Engliſh, for the Sake of thoſe who un- 
| derfland not the French, and to let them 
oo that neither Beliſarius himſelf was ſo 
barbarouſly and inhumanty uſed as has 

been generally believed; nor that the Em- 
pero. Juſtinian / ungratefiil- as he was) 

carried his Ingratitude to fo very cruel 
and extravagant a Pitch, 45 apt been 4.0 : 
erted. ee ee 5 
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J AVINC conſulted all the ancient 
2 Authors, in Order to learn the Ori- 
gin of Bellſarius, my Enquiries pro- 
ved fruitleſs. + Procopius only tells 
us, that he was born in that Part of 
Germany which lies between Thrace and Nllyrmum : 
This Hiſtorian accompanied him in all his Wars; 
was ſufficiently intimate with him to have known 
what his Family was, and had doubtleſs not failed 
to have given us an Account of it, if it had been 'S 
illuſtrious. . P 1 


— This remarkable W was Dara of the Roman Armies, 8 
under the Emperor Tuflinian the Ni. 
| t "WPI de Bello Penſ. 


by 


A3 wu 


Wen Juſtin, Succeſſor of the Emperor. Ana- 
ſtaſius the Firſt, aſcended the Throne, he invited to 
his Court his Nephew Juſtinian, gave him the ſe- 
cond Place in the Empire, and allowed him a 
9 of Guards. ö | 

Beliſarius entered into abs new „Cob y 20h 3 Hs 
was here that he began his military Courſe. His 
great Qualifications ſoon rendered him conſpicu- 
ous; and Juſtin ſent him to the Aſſiſtance of Gyr- 

genes, King of the Berians, when Cavades, King 
of the Perſians, was deſirous of forcing him to 
renounce the Chriſtian Religion. 
Beli ſarius at the Head of his Army enteled into 
Perſian Armenia; committed terrible Ravages there; 
carried off a great Number of Priſoners ; and ſo 
terrified Cavades himſelf, that this powerful Prince 
collected all his Forces together in Order to op- 
| poſe him. Beliſarius, having under his Command | 
but a very ſmall Body of Troops to withſtand ſo 
Formidable an Army, kept himſelf upon the De- 
| fenſive, and was content with preventing the Per- 

f | fians from entering upon the Territories of the 

. Empire. His Talents for War diſcloſed them- 

3 ſelves daily. He was intruſted with the Command 

| of the Troops which garriſoned Dara, and Pro- 

3 copius the Hiſtorian was ſent to aſſiſt him with his 

Advice. Juſtin himſelf dying at this Time, his 
Nephew Fuftinian ſucceeded him. The new Em- 
peror had, before his mounting the Throne, con- 
verſed with Beliſarius, examined his Actions, and 
known his Merit: Perceiving that he was as ſkil- 
ful an Engineer as he was a very great Comman- 
dier, he intruſted him with the Care of building 
a F ortification upon the Frontiers of Perſia. Beliſa- 


* He married the Empreſs 18 40 Days aſter her Huſ- 
band's Death, and ſucceeded to the Empire in 492. Atlas 
1 Fun. Quart Vol. II. | ” 


| 
— The L Life of Beliſarius. 
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The Life of Beliſarius. 3 
rius began the Undertaking, and proceeded. in it 
with incredible Diligence: fe was even near finiſſi- 
ed, when the Perſian Monarch ſent Word to the 
Romans to deſiſt from the Work; if not, that he 
ſhould proceed from Words to Blows. Beliſarius, 
although unwilling to yield to his Menaces, con- 
ſidering however that he had too few Troops to 
withſtand the Penſaus, applied to the Emperot 
fror Succours; which were ſent him under the Com- 
mand of two young Officers, btave; bur unexpe- 
rienced. Beliſarius went on with his Work ; and 
. the Per/ions viſited him according to their Declas | 
ration: The Romans, who were commanded by 
the two young Officers, ſallying dut upon them, 
exhauſted all their Strength in the firſt Onſet, be- 
came quite defenceleſs, and were cut in Pieces. 
Beliſarius hereupon ſaw himſelf under a Neceſſity 
of flying with his Workmen; and the Perſians de- 
moliſhed the Fortification.  .v.__ © 
Upon his Return to Conſtantinople, Beliſarius ac 
quainted the Emperor with what had paſſed; and 
diſcovered to him the Fault of the Raman Cow- 
 manders, in having fo raſhly given Battle to the 
Perſians : He affured him, that, if they had been 
= content to have remained upon the Defenſive, and 
HB incamped in ſuch a Mariner as to have covered the 
| Workmen, the Enemy's Army had been defeated, 
and the Fortification completed. "This Diſcourſe 
- ſo pleaſed Juſtinian, that he made him General of 
] the Roman Troops in the Eaſt, and aſſigned to 
x him the Care of the War againſt the Perſians, The 
= new General levied his Troops, and returned with 
his new Army to Dara: As. foon as ever he got 
thither he was told, that the Enemy was in full | 
| March to beſiege the Place. Upon che News of 
Z this he made all the neceſſary Diſpoſitions to oppoſe 
| them: Having therefore but five-and-twenty thou- 
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J Life of Belifarius, 
| ſand Men, againſt forty thouſand, he had Recourſe 


to Stratagem: Accordingly he cauſed a Ditch of a 
very great Depth to be digged, near the Town, 


leaving Openings at ſuch particular Diſtances for 
to.come in and go out. This Ditch was a ſtraight 
L. ine in the Middle, and was terminated at the two 
Ends by two perpendicular Lines; at the Extre- 
mities of which there was another right Line, 15 
which extended itſelf for a great Way into the 
Fr The Perſſan Army deferred not to ap- 
t 1 


incamped about twenty Stadiums from 


= Town; and the General of it, named Peroſus, 
ſent Ward to Beliſarius to get a Bath ready for 
him the hext, Day, becauſe he intended Bathing = 
| himſelf in the Town of Dara. At Day-break he 


marched his Army up to the Town; and Beliſa- 


rius immediately drew up the Romans | in Order of 
Battle, placing his Infantry before the Ditch, and 85 
his Body of Reſerve i in the Angles. . 


The Perſians, whole Number nk to forty | 
chanted formed themſelves into a Column; but 


the good Diſpoſirion of the Romans aſtoniſhed them 

ſo much, that they knew not where to form their 
tach, The two Armies ſtood facing one the 
other for the whole Day; when in the Evening a 


Party of the Perſian Cavalry detached itſelf, and 


5 the Romans, who were ſtationed berveen SY 
an Eminence and the left Side of the Ditch, and 
made them give Way: They did not however 
7 purſue hank 
intended to. ſurround them ; .and therefore they 
| went back to rejoin the Army. A young Perſian, 
impatient of the Inaction in which the two Armies 
remained, rode up to the Romans, and told them, 
that, if any Perſon was willing to engage him, he 
had nothing to do but to preſent himſelf : Upon 
this, a Servant of one of the Roman Officers, 


ecauſe they We that the others 


Feng 


The Life of Beliſarius. 5 
ſceing that no one dared to face the young Per- 
an, ruſhes immediately upon him with his Jave- 
lin, diſmounts him from his Horſe, and cuts off 
his Head. The Perſians, piqued at this Victory 
of the Romans, ſent out another Horſeman, who was 


of a gigantic Size and approved Courage: This 
ſecond Champion alſo bid Defiance to the braveſt 


Neoman; when the ſame Servant, obſerving no one 


ready to encounter him, left his Ranks and met 


bim. They both engaged with a Bravery and Dex- 


terity worthy of Admiration ; till at length, after a 
great many Blows being given and parred, their 


Horſes, hurting their Heads by running one againſt 


another, threw down their Riders; the Roman how- 
ever, being more active than the Perfian, got up 


firſt, ſtruck him with his Javelin, and killed him 


upon the Spot. The Night ſeparated the two Ar- 
mies; and the Perſſans retired to their Camp, and 
the Romans to the Town. The Day after, Beh/arius 
_ ſent the Perſian General a Letter, expreſſed in the 
following Terms: Of all Bleſſings Peace is the 


very greateſt; and he who breaks it occaſions the 


greateſt Evils to his own Country, as well as to 
others: This is a Truth which all reaſonable 
Men clearly perceive, and therefore a wiſe General 
_ ought to make it, as ſoon as poſſible. You attack 
us without juſt Grounds : Both Nations were 
before in a good Underſtanding one with ano- 
ther : Our Emperors mona eſteemed one the 
other: Our Ambaſſadors conferred together, and 
the whole World hoped for Peace; but you are 
come to ravage our Country, and the Hopes of 
Peace are vaniſhed : Prudence then demands that 
vou ſhould recal your Troops: Be not an Ob. 
© ſtruction to the Bleſſings of Peace — If you are. 
© dread your being Victims to the War.“. 
The * an General anſwered thus: « My In- 
« clination 
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6 
clination was for Peace; and I would have ſatiſ- 
« fied all your Demands, had they come from any 
other Quarter but yourſelf: But you are ſo very 
much accuſtomed to Breach of Faith, even in 
« Spite of Oaths, that the Fear of being deceived 
makes me have Recourſe to Arms. Expect from 
me nothing but War: I am reſolved either to die 
or to grow old here, unleſs you do Juſtice to the 
Penſians.“ Beliſarius, Wes of bearing the In- 


juſtice of ſuch Reproaches, replied as follows: 
He not ſo confident, nor load us with vain Re- 
© proaches: The Ambaſſador of Juſtinian will 


ſpeedily be here, and will approve my Sincerity. 
Since you are raſhly deſirous of War, you ſhall 
find us ready to receive it, and we hope. for 
the Aſſiſtance of God in it; becauſe of his as 
much loving that Gentleneſs with which we de- 
mand Peace, as his hating that Stubbornneſs 
with which you reject it. We will affix to the 
Top of our Enſigns whatever Letters have paſ- 
ſed, both on one Side and the other.“ The Per- 


1 an Sac anſwered, That the Divine Aſſiſt- Sy 
'* ance would not be wanting to them; fince it 
| 2 was under their Auſpices that they were going to 


* give them Battle, and to make themſelves Maſ- 


ters of Dara. In a Word, they ſhould expect to 


find a Bath and Dinner ready prepared for them.“ 
Beliſarius, after reading this Letter, reviewed I 


| bis: Army, and prepared for Action. The Per- 
ſian General did the ſame; and having the net 
Day marched his Troops out of their Camp, and 
drawn them up in Order of Battle, he thus ha- 
rangued them: © I know, O Perſians, that Cou- 


c 


rage and Emulation much more animate. you 
againſt Dangers, than the Speeches of a Ge- 
neral : But, perceiving the good Diſpoſition of 
the Romans, and the Vigour with which they 
N ſuſtain 


Te Life of Beliſarius. 7 


"0 ſuſtain your Attacks, in Order that this might 
not excite any Murmurings among you, I thought 
it my Duty to warn you againſt being ſurpriſed 
by a falſe Opinion of their Bravery: Their Cou- 
rage and Experience was not a ſudden Acquiſi- 
tion: The Ditch they have dug proves their Ti- 
midity; and, although they were well fortified, 
they dared not attack us: They boaſt themſelves 
indeed of having been unexpectedly ſucceſsful, 
becauſe they have declined the Engagement, and 
retreated into their Town; as if it was a moſt 
glorious Thing not to be conquered, "when a 
Perſon had not Reſolution enough to fight. Only 
once attack them, and, according to Cuftom, you 
will find them thrown into Confuſion :* Their 
Timidity and Want of Experience atteſt what 
I ay. Such then are the Romans: As for your- 
ſelves, reflect upon the Judgment which the“ King 
of Kings will paſs upon your Behaviour, and the 
Ignominy of that Puniſhment you will —_ : 5 
you degenerate from the ancient Valour of your 
© Anceſtors.” No ſooner was this Speech ended, | 
than he marched his Army againſt the Enemy. 
Upon ſeeing the Perſians advance towards him, 


Bieliſarius, in Order to animate his Soldiers, ad- 


dreſſed them in the following Manner: O my 
Nomans, the Perſians are neither invincible nor 
immortal; this you may be ſenſible of from the 
very laſt Engagement. It is inconteſtable that 
you exceed them in Bravery, although they ſur- 
paſs you in Diſcipline : This is what you will 
ſoon be able to acquire from them. By the Af. 


ſiſtance of Reaſon a Man may repair his Faults ; 

but nothing can withſtand the Caprice of For- 
tune. Execute but the Commands of your Of- 
ficers, and you will prove victorious. Our Ene- 
mies depend upon Succeſs from your being 
© thrown 

* The uſual Title of the Perſia tan Monarchs 
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* The Life of Belifarius. 


* throwninto Diſorder; ; dif: appoint them only in this, 
and they will not ſucceed in the leaſt better than 
< they did the laſt Time. They think indeed they 


ſnhall be formidable for their N umbers; but theſe 


render them contemptible : Their Infantry i is no- 


thing but a Collection of Peaſants, who follow 
the Army to turn the Ground, to plunder the 
«© Slain, and to be Slaves, to the Soldiers. They 


< have large Bucklers indeed, to guard them from 
Wounds, but no Weapons to make them. In 
ſhort, if you engage with Courage, you will ſoon 
reduce your Enemy to ſuch a Condition, that 


they will not in Haſte reviſit our Territories.“ 
This Diſcourſe being finiſhed, Beliſarius drew 


up his Army in the ſame Order of Battle as the 
Day before; but he planned his Meaſures ſo well 
that he did not begin the Action until the Af. 
ternoon; for, as he knew that the Per/ians never 
| eat but in the Evenings, he was in Hopes that 
they would be ſo far enfeebled by their long Faſt, 
as to be capable of making but a very ſhort Re- 
fiſtance. The Per/an General faced the Romans 


with only a Part of his Army, in Order that he 


might thereby always have freſh Troops to op- 
poſe to a fatigued Enemy. At length the Hour 
of Battle came on, which began with a Shower 
of Arrows. The Perfians, although greatly ſupe- 
rior in Number to the Romans, killed very few 
of them; becauſe the Wind, which was directly 
in their F aces, broke the Force of their Arrows. 
As ſoon as the miſſive Weapons were expended, 
they advanced nearer one to another, and now 
making Uſe of their Pikes, the Encounter be- 
came very furious. The left Wing of the Ro- 


mans was forced; but a Party of Heruli, which 
was concealed behind a neighbouring Hill, ruſhing 


out at once upon the Perf lang, obliged chem to re- 


„ „„ . 


| Me Life of Beliſarius. 9 
treat. The Romans rallied again, purſued the 
Enemy, and made an horrible Slaughter of them. 


The Perſian General cauſed his Body of Reſerve to 
advance upon this, and placed the * Immortal Le- 


Lion in the left Wing. 


Thoſe who were oppoſed to them, onable to 
| ſuſtain ſo furious an Attack, fled. The Romans, 
which Beliſarius had placed in the Angles of the 


Ditch, fallying out on their Part upon the Per/ians, 


E broke them; and then it was, that the Romans ral- 
lied again and returned to the Charge. The Per- 


ans, perceiving themſelves attacked on both 


Sides, became diſheartened, and had Recourſe to 
Flight. Beliſarius, prudently conſidering that a 
vanquiſhed Enemy might, by being rendered deſ- 
2505 recover a Victory, cauſed the Romans to 
alt; and the Perſians retreated into their own 
Country. King Cavades, being informed already 
of the Defeat of his Army, upon the General's Ar- 


rival received him in a very cool Manner, and im- 


| mediately deprived him of his Ribbon, which was 
ornamented with Gold and precious Stones. Think- 
ing of nothing ſo much as how to avenge himſelf 


of this Defeat, he raiſes a new Army, and ſends 


it into Commagena, under the Command of Aza- 
retes, famous for his great Skill in military Affairs. 
Beliſarius, hearing of this, was very greatly embar- 


5 raſſed: On one Hand he was deſirous of marching 


to attack the Enemy, to prevent him from ravaging 
the Country; on the other, he was unwilling to 
withdraw all his Forces from Meſopotamia, for Fear 
that Cavades ſhould not ſend out another Army: 
At laſt however, coming to a Determination upon 


| * Thijs Body y Was compoſed of. ten thoeknd Men; and it 
was called the Inmortal Legion in Order to ſignify its great Bra- 
very. This Body never F engaged my wilen there was on: ut- 
moſt Danger. e Wes 


"the 
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bo: The Life of Beliſarius. 
the Matter, he placed Garriſons in the Towns of 
Meſepotamia, and at the Head of twenty thoufand 


Men went in Search of the Enemy. Beliſarius's 
Arrival ſtruck a Panic into the Perfians, and they 
immediately retreated. Beliſarius purſued them, 
and incamped in thoſe very Places from whence 


they retired : His Intention in this was to avoid a 
Battle, and to drive the Perſians intirely out of the 


Territories of the Empire. It was with great Sa- 
tisfaction that he ſaw his Scheme in this Affair at- 


tended with Succeſs : But the Soldiers as well as 


Officers murmured againſt him, and accuſed him 
of Cowardice. Unable to ſuffer ſuch a Reproach 


as this, he haſtens his March, and comes up with 


the Perſians upon the Borders of the Euphrates, 
and draws together his Troops: This was on 


Eaſter Eve; and, in Order to bring his Army 
to Reaſon, he addreſſed them thus: Why would 


© you be willing to run headlong into Danger? 


Know you not that the moſt ' glorious Vic- 
tory is to ſuſtain no Loſs ? We have acquired a 
Victory, and Fortune has favoured us: Our 
Intention is to drive the Enemies out of our 
Country; and they have been ſtruck with a 
Panic: The Gaining one Battle therefore can- 
not add to our Advantage. Should we be over- 
come, we ſhall be accuſed of not knowing how 
to uſe our good Fortune; of having abandoned 
the Victory to the Enemy; and of leaving, our 
Country a Prey to their Fury, Remember, I be- 
ſeech you, that God himſelf only aſſiſts thoſe 
who are under a Neceſſity of being expoſed to 
Danger; not ſuch as imprudently ruſh into it, 

The Deſpair of our Enemies will ſupply the 

Place of Courage, and they will engage us with 
Fury : The Abſtinence of ourſelves, occaſioned 

by the Faſt, and the Fatigue of the — 
1 d Þ 
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have greatly weakened us, nor are all our 
Forces as yet arrived: Shall we then be able to 
engage? This Diſcourſe was very far from 
having the Succeſs, which he expected from it: 
It only tended to increaſe the Murmurings and 
Complaints of the Soldiers and Officers; and he 
grieved to find himſelf obliged to engage. To 
complete his Misfortunes, he was obliged to con- 
Ceal his Grief from his Troops, and appear as re- 
poſing a Confidence in them; to this End he thus 
addreſſed himſelf to them: That Eagerneſs 
© © which you have, my Soldiers, to engage ſhews 
me better than ever your great Bravery; and now 
1 I march with the greater Confidence againſt the 
Enemy.“ He then immediately drew up his 
Army in Order of Battle; and placed the Roman 
Infantry in the left Wing, the Saracens in the 
right, and himſelf, with the Cavalry, in the Cen- 
ter. The Perſian General, obſerving that they + 
muſt come to Blows, encouraged his Troops by 
the following Speech: It is not my Opinion 
that any of you prefer Life to Glory; but when 
you would do ſo you will not be able. Thoſe who 
are permitted to live remote from Danger may ſa- 
© crifice their Honour to their Tranquillity: Thoſe 
however who are under an unavoidable Neceſſity 
8 dying gloriouſly in the Field, or dying ſhame- 
fully after a Defeat, would be mad Men to pre- 
© fer a ſhameful to an honourable Death: Know 
then, that you ſhould be leſs concerned about 
the Bravery of your Enemy, than about that 
Judgment which the King of Kings will paſs 
© upon your Conduct.“ He then, as ſoon as poſ- 
_ fible, formed his Army in Order of Battle, placing 
the Perſians in the right Wing, and the * Saracens 


in 


„M. B. There were Laracen in both the Armies; ſir, 2 
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in the left. The Action began, and the Valour 
of the Troops on. both Sides was equal. The 
Slaughter ſoon became dreadful : The Plain was 
covered over with dead Bodies, and the Rivers 
ran with Blood. Victory as yet ſtood wavering, 
and the Day drew to an End: The Saracens in 
the Roman Army at length gave Way; upon which 
the Perſians redoubled their Efforts : Whereupon = 
the Romans, fatigued with their March, and wea- 
| kened through Faſting, were incapable of making 
any longer Reſiſtance, and betook themſelves to 
Flight. Beliſarius was now quite overcome with 
Rage, and, preferring the Glory of dying Sword in 
Hand to a ſhameful Flight, reſolved to revenge - 
his Death. Well knowing therefore that it was 
more difficult to force the Infantry than the Ca- 
valry, he made all his brave Soldiers, who ſur- 
rounded him, diſmount from their Horſes, and, 
4 turning their Backs to the River, to prevent their 
i being hemmed in by the Enemy. Immediately 
it the whole Body of the Perſian Forces threw them- 
ſelves upon this Handful of Men: But the valiant 
Beliſarius made his Troops to keep their Ranks ſo 
very cloſely, that all the Efforts of the. Enemy 
_ againſt them were quite unſucceſsful ; nor were 
they capable of forcing them. Night ended the 
Combat; and Beliſarius rejoined. that Part of his 
ſcattered Army, which had retired to. a neighbour- 
bouring Iſland. Beliſarius reproached his Troops 
in no other Way than by ſhewing them his Blood, 
and diſplaying to them his Wounds ; and, as their 
1 only Puniſhment, gave them over to their own 
1 Self- remorſe. The Perſians, having loſt ſuch a 
| theſe People were in Subjection to ſeveral. petty Princes, who | 
were always engaged in Diſputes one with another, they placed 
themſelves under the Protection of different Princes; and, when 
_ theſe were at War, lent them their Forces. 
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Merchant Ships to regain the Town of Calinica. 


Soon after this Battle, Juſtinian recalled Beliſa- 
rius; and, without alledging any Reaſon, deprived 


him of his Command of the Forces in the Eaſt. 


Beliſarius was deſirous of knowing the Subject- 
matter of Complaint againſt him, and why he 
was offered fo high an Affront, without his having 
done any thing to deſerve it. His Complaints, 


however, were to no manner of Purpoſe. The 


Emperor would not explain himſelf ; and Beliſa- 
rius had the Mortification of ſeeing another Perſon 


ſent to reap his Laurels. He thus paſſed his Days 


in Melancholy, when an unforeſeen Accident fur- 


niſhed him with an Opportunity of again demon- 


ſtrating his Bravery to the People, and of render- 


ing ſignal Service to the Emperor. 


The Greens and the Blues, quarrelling among 


themſelves, had ſeveral bloody Engagements to- 
gether. Upon this, ſome of the Seditious were 


ſeized, judged, and condemned to be puniſhed : 
- But, whilſt the Governor of Conſtantinople was lead- 
ing them to the Execution, the two Factions, uni- 
ting together, ſnatched the Criminals from the 
Hands of the Eſcort, broke open the Priſons, ſet 


For a long Time beſore, the People of every Town were 


divided into two different Parties. The one was named the 
Greens, the other the Blues; and this, upon the Account of the 
Public Entertainments, one Party applauding one Actor, the 
other commending another. The Diſpute between them fre- 
quently ran ſo high, that they came to Blows, and maſſacred 


one another: Even Friends no longer knew one another; Pa- 


rents Affection towards their Children vaniſhed, and the Chil- 
dren intirely laid afide all their Reverence to their Fathers. 
Thoſe Perſons who were apprehended amongſt them, were pu- 


all 


niſned with the utmoſt Severity. 
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Number of Troops in the Battle that they could 
not keep the Field, retired into their own Coun- 
try; whilſt the Romans embarked on board ſome 
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all the Priſoners free, and ſet the City on Fire. 


The Spirit of Mutiny now flamed out much more 
violently, Sedition raiſed Sedition ; and Things 
went ſo far, as that they were deſirous of dethron- 


ing the very Emperor himſelf. Nay, they pro- 
claimed, as Emperor, Hypatus, the Nephew of Ana- 

ſtaſius. The Imperial Guard themſelves refuſed 
Marching againſt the Rebels; and, before they . 

came to a Reſolution, waited for the Event of this 


Sedition. Juſtinian, being overcome with Fear, 


prepared Veſſels to make his Eſcape, when the 
_ Empreſs Theodora, aſtoniſhed at ſo puſillanimous a 
Proceeding, ſpake to him thus: Juſtinian, you 
„ may eaſily ſave yourſelf ; but, if you quit your 
„Empire, you will ſoon loſe your Life.“ Theſe 


Words raiſed his drooping Courage ; and he ſent 


to Beliſarius, deſiring him to come, and appeaſe. 
the Sedition. At this Inſtant, Beliſarius could not 


help letting fall fome Reproaches, and thus ſpeak- 
ing to himſelf : <* Fuſtinian has degraded me with- 


cout my having deſerved it. He has diveſted 
me of my Honours without any Reaſon, and 
he now profeſſes Friendſhip to me, becauſe he 
wants my Aſſiſtance. It ſignifies nothing, 
* however, * He is my Emperor, and I fly to his 
« Afiſtance.” Beliſarius immediately drew toge- 


ther ſome Troops, led them to the Place where 


the Rebels were aſſembled, at once attacks them, 


kills one Party of them, diſperſes another, ſeizes 


 Hypatus, and delivers him to the Emperor; who 
put him in a very ſmall Priſon, where the Soldiers 


This Soliloquy of Be/iſarius is very fine and noble. It 

_ proclaims the Goodneſs and Generoſity of his own Soul, and 

ſhould teach all other Subjects, upon a like Occaſion, to attend 

to their Duty, not their Paſſion, and to reproach a Prince's paſt 
Ingratitude, by conferring new Favours upon him. 


_ maſſacred 
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maſſacred him the very next Day. — Fuſtinian re- 


warded Beliſarius for his having freed him from 


ſuch Anxieties, acquaints him with his Deſign of 
attacking the Vandals in Africa, and of his be- 
ſtowing upon him the military Operations there. 
This great General only ſought for Opportunities 


of acquiring Glory; and, when he met with them, 
they were ſufficient to make him forget all his paſt 
Misfortunes. Gelimer had impriſoned Hilderic, 


King of the Vandals, and poſſeſſed himſelf of the 


ſovereign Power. Juſtinian had frequently made 
| Remonſtrances to him upon the Account of this 
Injuſtice, and deſired him to ſet Hilderic at Li- 
berty, and to return to his Duty himſelf : Gelimer, 


however, always ſlighted thoſe Letters, and alſo 
the Ambaſſadors ſent him by Juſtinian. 


The Emperor now declared to his Counſellors _ 
his Deſign of ſending Forces into Africa, in Order 


to ſubdue the Vandals. Upon this every body was 


| thrown into Terror, and the Conſternation be- 


came general. The Officers themſelves trembled 
at the Thoughts of their marching to engage the 
Forces of a very powerful Kingdom; and, whilſt 


they only attended to the Danger of it, they were 


inſenſible to the Glory of the Expedition. Beli- 
ſarius alone beheld with Pleaſure an Opportunity 
afforded him of ſignaliſing himſelf at the Head 
of an Army, and of quitting that diſagreeable State 
of Idleneſs he for ſome Time had been forced to 
remain in. However, his Joy was ſoon inter- 
rupted. The Reluctance of his Soldiers and Offi- 
cers cooled the Ardour of Juſtinian for the War. 
The Preparations for it were at a Stand, and | 
the Expedition itſelf was now almoſt no more 
thought of; when one of the Eaſtern Biſhops 


| waited _ Tuftinian, and acquainted him, that 


B 2 God 
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God had commanded him in a Dream to find him 
out, and to engage him to execute the Project he 
had formed of delivering the Chriſtians in Africa 
from the Tyranny of the Vandals; and to this the 
| Biſhop farther added, that God had promiſed to 
proſper his Arms, and reduce all Africa under his 
Command. The Credulity of People in thoſe 
Times was very great, and the Miracle was be- 


lieved. The Preparations for the War recom- 


menced, and Beliſarius received Orders to hold 
himſelf ready to ſet out. * In the Year 533; 
the Troops were aſſembled, the Proviſions and 
Stores for the War were got together, and Beliſa- 
rius with his Wife Antonina marched off. The 
| Armament was compoſed of five Thouſand Horſe, 
ten Thouſand Foot, and twenty-five Thouſand 
Sailors. The Number of Ships, reckoning both 
ſmall and great, amounted to an Hundred and 
forty-two. Belijſarius was entruſted by Juſtinian 
with an abſolute Power of diſpoſing of every Thing, 
juſt as he thought fit. The firſt Care of the Ge- 
neral was to eſtabliſh an exact Diſcipline in his 


Army. Accordingly, ſome of the Soldiers being 


overtaken with Liquor, and having killed one of 
their Comrades; Beliſarius hung up the Perſons 
concerned in it immediately upon the Spot, by 
which Act of Severity, he made himſelf feared, 
and kept the Soldiers in Obedience. In Order alſo 
to prevent the Diſperſion of his Ships, and to 
keep them together, he marked the Tops of the 
Sails of his own Veſſel, and of thoſe of all his do- 
meſtic Officers with Red, and alſo fixed Flam- 
beaux aloft to direct the Fleet, which Courſe to 
ſteer, as well by Night as by Day. The Con- 
tractor to the Army, from a ſhameful Avarice, 


* Procopius de Bello V. and. 3 
had 
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had occaſioned the Death of a Number of Sol- 
diers: for, in Order that they might expend leſs 


Fuel and Bread, he ordered the Baker to bake 


their Bread but half as much as it ought to be, 
and to ſtore their Knapſacks with this Dough. Ac- _ 
cordingly, when this kind of Bread was diſtributed | 

among the Troops, it was found that it was 
ſpoiled ; however, as there was no other to be 
had, they were obliged to eat it, which occaſioned | 
very terrible Diſorders, and deſtroyed great Num- 
bers of the Troops. Upon this, as ſoon as Beli- 
ſarius arrived at Metona, he uſed the utmoſt Diſ- 
patch in procuring other Bread, and diſtributing 


it amongſt his Soldiers: He allo had all the bad 
Bread thrown away, and ſent a Letter of Com- 


plaint to the Emperor againſt the Contractor. Al- 
though Fuſtinian approved the Conduct of the 
General, yet he puniſhed not the Contractor. Not 
to puniſh a Fault indeed is Authoriſing of it; but 


this was not the only blameable Action in the Em- 


peror. The Fleet X the Romans was now in great 
Want of Water, as that which they had was, in 
their croſſing the Adriatic Sea, become ſtinking; 


but Antonina, however, had taken Care to preſerve 


ſome of it ſweet. To this Purpoſe ſhe had filled 
a Number of Glaſs Bottles, and put them in Caſes 
filled with Sand, and ſtored theſe Caſes in the 


Bottom of the Ship. And, fearing leſt Beliſarius 


might have diſtributed them amongſt his Attend- 
ants, ſhe only ſupplied him with ſome of them 
when Neceſſity required, having always concealed 
from him the Place itſelf where they were depo- 
ſited. All the Roman Army was ſeized with Ter- 
ror in their approaching Africa, and even Beliſa- 
rius himſelf was not exempt from it. He was 
quite a Stranger to the Manner of engaging the 
T B 3 „ 
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Vandals, and where to attack them; and, beſides 
this, his Soldiers had ſhewn the higheſt Averſion 
to a Sea-Fight. They told him that they were 
ſenſible that they had neither ſufficient Strength, 


nor Courage to encounter both Fleets and Men at 


the ſame Time. Upon this, he remained for a 
long Time in Suſpenſe what to do; but at length 
perceived, that, betore his attempting any thing, 
it was neceſſary for him to know whereabouts the 
Enemy were, what Forces they had, and what he 
was to hope, or fear. Hereupon he ſent Pro- 
copius the Hiſtorian to Syracuſe to get Informa- 
tion, whether, or no, the Enemy had laid' any 
Ambuſhes for them either at Sea or Land, on 
what Part of the African Coaſt they might moſt 
ſafely venture to land, and where it was moſt pro- 
per to attack the Vandals. Procopius upon his 
Arrival at Syracuſe diſcovered, that the Vandals 
had made no Preparations whatever, and were no 
Way upon their Guard, as they were quite igno- 
rant of the Armament of the Romans againſt 
them. He haſtened back therefore immediately 
with this good News to Beliſarius, who advanced 
with all the Expedition poſſible towards Africa. 
When his Fleet was arrived at Caput Vada, which 
is but a Day's Journey from Carthage, he came to 
an Anchor, and called a Council of War to ad- 
viſe, whether they ſhould diſembark at 'the Place 
where they were, or ſhould proceed to any of the 
Ports of Carthage; ſeveral of the Officers were for 
the laſt Opinion. Beliſarius, however, heard 
their Opinions with profound Silence, and then 
fhewed them, that it was far moſt advantageous to 
diſembark, where they then were ; ſince they would 
thereby be ſheltered againſt Storms, and be ca- 
pable of advancing to ſurpriſe the Enemy: This 
555 5 5 Propoſition 
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Propoſition pleaſed every body, and they landed 


accordingly, It was now three Months that 
they had been abſent from Conſtantinople. Beliſarius 


encamped his Army, and left five Men in every 
Veſſel to take Care of the Fleet. The next Day 
ſome of the Soldiers diſperſing themſelves in the 


Country to gather ſome Fruits, Beliſarius immedi- 


ately puniſhed them for it. He moreover afſem- 
bled his Army together, and exhorted them b. 
no Means to pillage, as they would meet with 5 
Obſtructions to their Deſigns, if they once drew 
upon themſelves the Hatred of the Africans. He 
then ſent a Detachment to take Poſſeſſion of Sylefte, 


a maritime Place ſituated a League from Carthage. 
As ſoon as the Inhabitants perceived their Ap- 


_ proach, and found they were Romans, they opened 

the Gates of the Town to them, delivered up to 
them all their military Stores, and ſent ſome of 

their principal Perſons as Deputies to Beliſarius, 


who received them in a very obliging Manner, 


and promiſed them, that he would take all the 
neceſſary Precautions, that they might have no 
Occaſion to repent of their ever having ſubmitted 
to the Emperor. Beliſarius after this immediately 
drew up his Army in Order of Battle, and directly 
marched forward to Carthage ; however, he ſent 
off a Detachment under the Command of one John 
an Officer of his to look out for the Enemy, and 
to give him Notice of their March, in Order that 


they might not pour in upon them at a Time when 


they were unprepared to receive them. There was 
ſuch an exact Diſcipline obſerved in the Roman 


Army as to all the Villages and Towns they paſſed | 


through, that no Perſon whatever could complain 
of his loſing the very leaſt Thing; upon which 


Account, when they ſaw the Roman Army ad- 
. B 4 vancing 
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vancing towards them, they were no Way terrified 
at the Approach of the Enemy, and the Peaſants 
and Inhabitants of the Towns never gave them- 
| ſelves any Concern about concealing either their 
Money, or Proviſions. Beliſarius accoſted thoſe 
who waited upon him with ſo much Goodneſs, 
that all Africa reſounded with his Praiſes. And in 
this Manner it was, that this great Man opened 
the Way to his Conqueſts. Gelimer the King of 
the Vandals, upon his firſt Hearing of the Arrival 
of the Romans in Africa, drew together his Forces, 


and divided them into two Bodies. One of them 


remained at Carthage under the Command of his 
Brother Amatas; whilſt, with the other commanded 
by himſelf, he endeavoured by ſecret and bye 
Roads to Fall upon the Back of the Romans, and 
thus at once to attack them both in Front and 
Rear. Accordingly when he ſaw the Roman Army 
drawing near Carthage, he wrote to his Brother to 
be in a Readineſs to fall upon the Romans, as ſoon. 


as ever they entered the Suburbs of Decima, in Or- 


der that, by their being attacked both before and 
behind in this Defile, they might have been in- 
cloſed, as in a Net. This Scheme was indeed well 


5 concerted, and would probably have ſucceeded 


very well, had the Vandals been concerned with 
any other General than Beliſarius. The Detach- 
ment of Obſervation, however, which preceded 
the Roman Army, being arrived at Decima, Amatas 
believed, that it was the whole Army of the Ene- 
mies, and that his Brother was at their Heels: 
Upon which he haſtened to attack them. The 
Roman Detachment ſtood the firſt Charge very 
well, and the Battle was for ſome Time uncertain; 
bur, Amatas himſelf falling, his Soldiers immediate- 
ly turned their Backs; whilſt the Romans, purſuing 
them to the very Gates of Carthage, ſlew ſuch: :-; 
Num- 


The Life of Beliſarius. I 
Numbers of them, that all the Way from Decima 
to Carthage was covered with dead Bodies, 
Beliſarius, being ignorant of what had happened, 
marched on towards Decima in very good Order; 
and, being now about thirty-five Stadiums diſtant _ 
from the Suburbs, made his Army to encamp, 
_ aſſembled his Soldiers, and thus harangued them: 
«© The Hour of Battle is now, my Fellow-ſoldiers, 
« juſt at Hand, and the Enemy at no great Diſ- 
* tance from us: We are therefore to take Ad- 
“ vantage of this Time, when our Fleet is now 
| «« abſent from us. All our Hopes lie in the 
Strength of our Arms. We have neither 
« Town or Fortreſs to retreat to. Bravery will 
( cauſe us to conquer, Cowardice will bring upon 
© us a ſhameful and ignominious Death.— We 


« fight in Order to regain Poſſeſſion of our former 


6 Properties, and God himſelf will proſper our 
Arms. The Vandals hate their Prince, and 
e are incapable of making any ſtrong Efforts, 
e and therefore let us hope for Victory. We 
s are ourſelves accuſtomed to engage againſt Per- 
ſans and Scythians ; whereas the Vandals have 
encountered only half-naked Moors. No one 
can be ignorant of the great Neceſſity of Ex- 

e perience in all Things. As our Camp is well 


„ fortified, ſo we may leave our Baggage there. 


Tl. Remember then only your own former Bravery, 


and that of your Anceſtors, and deſpiſe that 


Enemy which you are now to contend with.“ 
Beliſarius immediately after this ſent out a Body 

: of Horſe from the Camp, in Order that, by ſkir- 
miſhing with the Enemy, he might learn (before 


| his coming to a general Action) the Manner in 


which they fought. His auxiliary Troops were 
placed in the Front. Gelimer appeared with his 
F Deed, and, when thet two Armies were now pretty 

near 
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near one another, each of them ſent off a Detach- 
ment to ſeize an Eminence, which was advanta- 
eous for the Engagement. The Vandals got thi- 
ther firſt of all, and repulſed the Romans with ſuch 
- Fury, that they fled without any Things bein 
able to ſtop them, and rejoined the main Body of 
their Army. At this Inſtant Fortune offered Geli- 
mer the Victory; but he knew not how to take the 
Advantage of it, fince, inſtead of Gelimer's pur- 
ſuing the Romans whilſt they were under ſo great 
a Panic, he deſcended into the Plain to ſhed Tears 
over his Brother Amatas, whom he found there ſlain, 
and pay him the ſepulchral Honours. During 
his being thus engaged in theſe religious Offices, 
Beliſarius rallied his Forces again, reproached them 
with Puſillanimity, and intreated them to waſh away 
the Ignominy of their Defeat, with the Blood of the 
Enemy. As ſoon as he perceived, therefore, that 
Courage had again taken Place of their Fears, he 
marched directly towards the Enemy. The Yandals 
alſo now, on their Part, quickly took to Flight, and 
the Romans had nothing to do but to purſue and 
kill them. Fohn returned with his Detachment to 
join Beliſarius, and, having related to him the Suc- = 
ceſs of his own Arms, learnt thoſe of the Gene- 
ral's. The next Day the Roman Army encamped 
under the Walls of Carthage, when the Inhabitants 
opened to him the Gates of the Place. Beliſarius, 
however, was afraid of it, for Fear of ſome Ambuſ- 
_ cade laid againſt him. On the following Day he 
drew up his Army in Order of Battle, exhorted 
his Soldiers to conduct themſelves with Decency, 
and not commit the very leaſt Outrages: He then 
entered the Town, and, ſeating himſelf upon the 


Throne of Gelimer, he gave Audience to ſome Mer- 


chants, who had complained of being plundered, 
rendered them Juſtice, and ordered a Dinner to be 
R 800 
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got ready for himſelf, and the principal Officers 
of his Army, in the very ſame Place, where Geli- 
mer uſually entertained his chief Officers. Beliſa- 
rius's Soldiers behaved according to their Orders; 
no one Perſon of the Inhabitants was either plun- 
dered, or inſulted. There were no Complaints, 
no Interruption of Commerce ; and the public 
Shops were all kept open. The Diſcipline of his 
Troops, and the Tranquillity which was amongſt 
the Citizens, was indeed a moſt glorious Triumph 

for Beliſarius ; who ſoon afterwards employed him- 
ſelf in repairing the Walls of the Place. Carthage 
was taken by the Romans on the Vigil of St. Cypri- 
an's Feſtival, which was a very great Feſtival in 
Africa. The Arian Clergy had accordingly pre- 


= pared their Church for the Celebration of the Feſti- 


| val on the very next Day, according to Cuſtom : 
But when they found, that the Romans were 
Maſters of the City, they fled for Shelter, and the 
Orthodox Clergy, taking their Place, celebrated 
the Feſtival in their Room. The Moors now 
| waited upon him to aſſure him of their Obe- 
dience to the Roman General, and to offer him 
their Services. Beliſarius received them with all 
the imaginable Marks of Friendſhip, and pro- 


miſed them the Emperor's Protection. Gelimer 
drew together the ſcattered Remains of his Army, 


and encamped about four Days March diſtant from 
| Carthage. Trazon his Brother, being acquainted 
with his Defeat, returned from the Iſle of Sardinia, 
where he had gone in Order to quell a Revolt, 


and joined Gelimer with his Forces. Upon the 


Meeting of thoſe two Princes, they were unable 
to expreſs their Concern at their paſt Misfortunes 
any other Way, than by a Flood of Tears. Gelimer 
then approached with his Army to the Walls of 
the Town, and got over to his Side ſeveral of the 
. e Inhabitants, 
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Inhabitants, who promiſed to open to him the 


Gates of the Place, if they could poſlibly meet 


with an Opportunity of doing ſo, when the Ro- 
mans were off their Guard: However, ſome De- 


ſerters acquainting Beliſarius with the Conſpiracy, 
| he immediately hanged up ſome of the Perſons 
concerned in it. By Means of Preſents and Pro- 


miſes alſo, he prevailed upon ſome, and with Me- 


naces ſo intimidated others, that every one re- 
turned to their Duty. When the Fortifications at 


Caribage were compleated, the Roman General 
marched out with his Army in Search of the Ene- 


my, and, meeting with him, encamped in a Place 
called 75 ricameron, about four Stadiums from the 


Town: He then cauſed his Cavalry to advance 


and begin the Attack, in Order to bring up and 
charge with his Infantry, as ſoon as ever the firſt 
Fire of the Enemy was over. For ſome Time the 
two Armies remained in their reſpective Situations, 
without attacking either on one Side or the other: 


But, at length, a Roman Detachment attacked a 
Body of the Enemies Forces. This Detachment, 


although twice repulſed, yet the third Time ſtood 


its Ground; upon which all the Roman Cavalry 


coming up to their Aſſiſtance, the Engagement 


became very terrible. Tzazon himſelf was ſlain, 


and the Yandals, running away, retreated to their 
Camp. The Maſſagetes, who were in Alliance with 
the Romans, had all this Time remained in Inaction, 


in Order that they might join that Party on whoſe 
Side the Victory might declare itſelf; and accord- 


ingly, upon their ſeeing the Vandals ay, they pur- 


ſued them home to their very Camp, and flew a 


_ vaſt Number of them. In the Evening Belifarius | 
marched with his Infantry, which was quite in 


good Order, to attack the Enemies Camp; which 


terrified Gelimer ſo greatly, that he immediately 


mounted 
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mounted his Horſe and fled to Numidia for Safe- 
The Vandals likewiſe, following the Example 
of Geir Prince, and betaking themſelves to Flight, 
the Romans entered their Camp, ſeized all their 
Wives and Children, and took a very large Sum 


of Money, which the Vandals in their Fright had 


never once thought of carrying off. The Love 
of Plunder had now poſſeſſed the Roman Soldiers, 
and they diſperſed themſelves accordingly on all 
Sides, to ſearch every Place where they imagined 
that any Thing might poſſibly be concealed. It is 
not eaſy to expreſs the great Uneaſineſs which this 
Diſperſion of his Soldiers gave Beliſarius ; ſince he 
juſtly imagined, that, if the Vandals ſhould rally 
_ themſelves in the Night-time, and make an un- 
expected Attack upon the Romans, there would 


not ſo much as a ſingle Roman eſcape. As ſoon 


as ever therefore the Day appeared, he ran to every 
Quarter to reaſſemble his Troops, and, having 


drawn them all again in a Body, he mounted up- 


on an Aſcent, and in a very ſtrong Manner made 

them ſenſible of their Error. 
HBeliſarius ſent out Spies alſo to ſee what was 
become of Gelimer ; and, having found that he was 


| retired to the Town of Medina, ſituated upon the 


"Top of a Mountain, he choſe not to lay Siege to 

it, upon the Account of the Approach of Winter; 
however he ordered one of the Heruli, named Fa- 
ras, to inveſt the Mountain with a Part of the 
Army, that thereby Celimer might be prevented 
from eſcaping, and alſo receiving any Proviſions. 


As for himſelf, he returned to Carthage with the 


| reſt of his Army, and ſent Detachments from it 


to poſſeſs themſelves of all thoſe Places which 


had ſubmitted to the Vandals : The Ifles of Sardi- 
nia and Corfica ſubmitted immediately to the Ro- 
mans, without any Reſiſtance. As for Fs he 
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kept ſo ſtrict a Guard upon the Mountain to which 
Gelimer had retired, that no Perſon was capable of 
getting from thence, nor bringing to it any Man- 


ner of Proviſion; by which Means the Famine 


occaſioned inexpreſſible Evils to the King and thoſe 


that were with him. Faras, being therefore informed 


of their miſerable Condition, wrote to him, advi- 


ſing him to put an End to it by his Submiſſion to 


Juſtinian. Upon the Receipt of this Letter Geli- 


mer read it, ſighed, and anſwered it thus: I am 
obliged to you for your kind Advice; but I can- 


not poſſibly come to the Reſolution of becoming 
the Slave of an unjuſt Enemy, whom, if Hea- 
ven permitted, I would willingly puniſn. What 
Occaſion had he to ſend his Beliſarius, and to 
throw me into the moſt miſerable Condition? 
As he is himſelf a Man, ſo of Conſequence he 


© is expoſed to Misfortunes. My Want of Power 
prevents my expreſling ſufficiently my Grief. 
Adieu, my dear Faras, and ſend me, I intreat 


| © you, a Lute, a Loaf of Bread, and a Sponge.” 
Faras peruſed and peruſed over again the Letter, 
in Order to find out the Meaning of the laſt Words 


in it, which the Meſſengers thus explained to him: 


Gelimer aſks for a Loaf of Bread, it being a long 
Time ſince he has eat any-thing; for a Sponge, in 
Order to wipe away his Tears with; and for a 
Late, that he may play upon it a Song which he 
has compoſed upon his own Misfortunes. This 


moved Faras with Compaſſion, and he ſent him 
what he deſired; however he ſtill continued to 
guard conſtantly all the Paſſages of the Mountain. 


The Wretchedneſs of Gelimer increaſed daily, and 
at length arrived to that Height that he could no 
longer ſupport it: About three Months afterwards 
therefore he wrote again to Faras, and promiſed 
to ſurrender to him, if Beliſarius would aſſure him 


of 
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of the Emperor's treating him favourably. Faras 
ſent this very Letter to Beliſarius, who gave a Pro- 
miſe to Gelimer of Fuſtinian's having entertained 
for him all the Conſideration due to his Rank ; 
and that he would beſtow upon him ſuch Reve- 
nues and Honours as he deſerved. Upon the Re- 
ccipt of this Anſwer Gelimer deſcended from the 
Summit of the Mountain, with all thoſe Vandals 
Who had accompanied him in his Flight, and they 
were conducted to Carthage. Upon his Appear- 
ance before the Reman General Gelimer had on a 
ſmiling Countenance ; which occaſioned thoſe 


who were preſent with him to imagine that his 
Igntellects were impaired ; however ſuch Perſons 


as converſed with him found that his Underſtand- 


ing was quite perfect, and that his Misfortunes 


had converted him into a Democritus. Beliſarius 
acquainted the Emperor that Gelimer was his Pri- 
ſoner, and deſired his Permiſſion to preſent him 


before him. Hereupon the Envy of all the Cour- 
tiers was excited againſt the General; and they 


Vould have perſuaded their Prince that Beliſarius 


aſpired to the Throne, and that he had formed a 
Dieſign of uſurping the ſovereign Power in Africa; 
but Juſtinian was deaf to ſuch Calumnies : H 

therefore acquainted Beliſarius that he gave him 

his Choice, either of returning to Conſtantinople 
with Gelimer, or of remaining in Africa. Beliſa- 
rius, being informed of the Diſturbances occaſion- 
ed upon his Account, haſtened to Conſtantinople, 
in Order to ſilence his Accuſers. This great Man, 
to juſtify himſelf, therefore gave an Account of 
his whole Conduct. His very Preſence ſilenced 


the Slander caſt upon him; and his Glory exaſ- 


perated the Jealouſy of his Enemies againſt him. 
WWWhen Beliſarius arrived at the Port of Conſtantino- 
ple, he immediately landed all his People, and 
JJ... 8 drew- 
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drew up his Forces, who attended hims in two 


Ranks: He alſo put on Chains upon all the chief 
Miniſters and Relations of Gelimer, and all the 
Perſons of Diſtinction amongſt the Vandals, and 


placed them between thoſe two Ranks formed by 


his Soldiers. Gelimer himſelf, dreſſed in a purple 
Robe, preceded the Vandals, and Beliſarius marched 
at their Head. The People ran crowding from all 


uarters to behold the pompous Show, whilſt the 
Praiſes of Beliſarius reſounded from all Quarters, 
the whole Attention of the SpeCtators being fixed 


upon him, and no one imagining that they had 


ſeen him ſufficiently. The Eſcort now arrived at 
the Circus, where the Emperor was ſeated upon a 
Throne, ſurrounded by his Guards. Gelimer im- 


mediately, upon the Sight of him, perceived the 
Whole of the Diſgrace into which he was fallen; 
but, notwithſtanding this, he let no other Expreſ- > 
ſion fall from him but theſe Words of the Scrip- 
tures, O Vanity of Vanities, all is Vanity. As ſoon 
as ever he came to the Foot of the Throne, they 
diveſted him of his royal Ornaments ; and both 
he and Beliſarius proſtrated themſelves, by Way 
of paying Homage to the Emperor. Juſtinian a 
ſigned the unhappy Monarch a Portion of Land 
in Galatia, ſufficient to ſubſiſt himſelf and his Fa- 
mily; and he was likewiſe offered the Patrician _ 
Dignity, if he would but renounce Arianiſm ; how- 
ecver he was riveted to his Error, and nothing was 
capable of inducing him to quit it. 


The Victory and Conqueſts of Beliſarius v were 


equally illuſtrious with thoſe of the ancient Romans; 
and, as they demanded as great a Recompence, 
5 they granted it to him. In a Word, he was ho- 
noured with a Triumph, and went through the | 


City ſeated upon an ivory Car carried by Slaves, 
from whence he threw Money among the People. 
| OD BY After 
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After him there were ſeen following all the Spoils 
of the Yandals; their Jewels, and gold and filver 
Vaſes ; all the Plate of Gelimer ; his golden Throne; 
a vaſt Quantity of coined Money both in Gold 
and Silver; and all thoſe ſacred Veſſels which the 
Emperor Titus had taken out of the Temple at 
Feruſalem, and which, upon the Plundering of 

Rome, Genſeric had carried with him into Africa. 
Immediately after this Ceremony was over, Juſti- 

nian inveſted Beliſarius with the Conſular Dignity. 
_* Whilſt the great Buſineſs at Conſtantinople was 


| count in what Manner the Empire in the Weſt was deſtroyed. 
Ehe Romans, in Order to recover thoſe conſiderable Loſſes 


that they had ſuſtained in their Wars againſt the Y:;/goths, the 
Hun, and other barbarous Nations, had entered into Alliance 
with the Alan, the Heruli, and ſeveral other Nations, from 
Whom they had taken a vaſt Number of Men to form their Ar- 
my. At this Time the Roman Empire had loſt all its Strength 
and Power. And the foreign Soldiers, being no Way anima- 
ted by the Love of the Country, fought without any Ardor, 
and for the moſt inconſiderable of their Services exacted very 
great Rewards. In the Reign of Auguſtulus (ſo named from the 


Minority of his Age) theſe People, demanding a Diviſion of 


the Lands in /zaly, maſſacred Oreſtes, the Emperor's Father, 
and Regent of the Empire, becauſe he refuſed to grant them 
the Diviſion they demanded ; placed one of the Soldiers among 
the Heruli at their Head, who was called Odoacer, who took 
upon him the ſupreme Power, and reduced the young Empe- 


| ror to a private Condition. This Revolution happened in the 
| Year 476; about which Time it was that Theodoric, at the 


Head of the Oftrogoths, made a Conqueſt of Italy. N. B. This 
Account of the Fall of the Weſtern Empire, as well as many 
other Inſtances of the like Nature to be met with in Hiſtory, 
ſufficiently condemns the Miniſterial Schemes of ever hiring a a 
very large Body of foreign Forces to defend a diſtreſſed State, 
Who generally betray thoſe very People that hired them ; and, 
after having drained them of their Money, weakened them by 
not doing their Duty, and got Poſſeſſion of their Country, be- 


come their Conquerors inſtead of their Allies, and bring upon 


them that Slavery againſt which they were ſent for to N | 
them; ſo that moſt Nations upon acting thus may juſtly ſay 
wich Horace, Pol me occidiſtis, Amici, non ſervaſlis, 5 
See dus 
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thus to reward Beliſarius, the Oftrogoths in Italy 


lamented the Death of their unfortunate Princeſs 
Amalaſonta, whom the cruel Theodatus had cauſed 
to be put to Death. Juſtinian upon Hearing of this 


immediately reſolved to puniſh Theodatus for it, 
and accordingly declared War, and ſent Beliſarius 
into Italy againſt him with ſeven thouſand Men. 


In his Paſſage thither he was commanded by the 


Emperor to touch upon the Coaſts of S:czly, and 


to endeavour to make himſelf Maſter of it; bur, 


if that he found he could not do fo, to ſet Sail for 


Africa without making his Intentions known. Be- 


liſarius, purſuant to the Emperor's Orders, touched 


at Sicily, and examined whether he could get Poſ- 
ſeſſion of it: Finding therefore that all their Towns - 
were very badly guarded, he laid Siege to one of 


them and took it, and afterwards ſeveral others. 
He then marched directly to Sracuſe, and, making 
himſelf Maſter of it, he entered it in Triumph, 


and diſtributed golden Medals amongſt the Popu- 
| Jace. Beliſarius was in this Place when Solomon, 
to whom the Emperor had given the Government 


of Africa, came to acquaint him that the Troops 
had revolted in Africa; that they had fixed upon 


a Commander ; that there was no ſuch Thing as 
bringing them back to their Duty; and that they 
pillaged and plundered wherever they went. Up- 
on this Beliſarius, taking with him a thouſand of 
his Forces, went aboard a Ship and failed to Car- 
thage. At the very Alarm of his Arrival the Mu- 
tineers, who had laid Siege to the Place, took to 
Flight. Beliſarius, drawing together two thouſand 
Men, purſued the Rebels, came up with them, 


attacked them, and, having routed them, left 


their Camp to be plundered by his Soldiers : Find- 


ing however, that the Affairs in Sicily demanded 


his Preſence, he haſtened back to. it. At the Hear- 
* Or, as this Name is in ſome Hiſtories wrote, Amalaſuntha. 
es : , 
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ing of this News, Theodatus was ſeized with Aſto- 
niſhment : He determined to rehnquiſh the Gothic 
Crown, to abandon aby to the Emperor, and, in 
Conſequence hereof, wrote him a Letter, wherein 
he only requeſted from him a Portion of Land 
worth 1200 golden Marks Revenue. As ſoon as 
the Emperor had received this Letter, he ſent his 
Ambaſſadors to ſign the Treaty, and ordered Be- 

liſarius to get himſelf ready to ſet out and take 

Poſſeſſion of 7taly, whenever the Treaty ſhould be 
- ſigned by both Parties. During this Negotiation, 
there happened to be an Encounter between a 
Party of the Romans and Oftrogoths, in which 
the Latter had the Advantage, and flew the 
Officers who commanded the Romans. Theodatus, 
therefore, being informed of this, changed his 
Timidity into Raſhneſs; he now thought him- 
ſelf invincible; and, when Juſtinian's Ambaſſadors. 
waited upon him, in Order to treat with him, 
he behaved with Diſdain towards them, and even 
impriſoned them. Juſtinian, being enraged upon 


the Receipt of this News, immediately wrote to 


Beliſarius, to paſs over, as ſoon as poſſible, into 
Hal, and to attack the Oftrogoths. Upon re- 
ceiving theſe Orders, Beliſarius put Garriſons in 
all the Towns in [aly, and ſet out for Haly. No 
ſooner was he arrived there, than the People, be- 


ing diſcontented at the Government of Theodatus, 


came in a Body to make their Submiſſion towards 
him. He then marched to beſiege Naples; but, 
as it was well defended by a numerous: Garriſon, 


and its Fortifications in very good Order, he re- 


ſolved, upon his perceiving this, to ſtarve the 
Place to a Surrender, In Order to ſucceed in this 
Deſign, he cut off all the Pipes which ſupplied 
their Fountains. The Beſieged, however, were 
hereby no Way incommoded, as they had ſeveral 
Wells in the City. Beliſarius, perceiving, there- 
e ES > fore, 
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fore, that all his Attempts were uſeleſs, and that 


there was no Probability of his taking the Place 


ſpeedily, determined to raiſe the Siege. He had 
even gone ſo far as to order his Army to be in 
Readineſs to decamp, when he was acquainted, 
that one of his Soldiers, in obſerving the Con- 
ſtruction of the Aqueduct, had entered it, and, 
having met with no Water in his Way, had ad- 
vanced ſo far as to diſcover, that the Soldiers 
might, through this Paſſage, be introduced into 
the City. This News occaſioned great Joy to 
Beliſarius; who, nevertheleſs, reflected upon thoſe 
Evils, which the Neapolitans would be expoſed to, 
jf the City ſhould be taken by Storm. He imme- 
diately repreſented to his View the Butchery of the 
Inhabitants by his enraged Soldiers, Women com- 
pelled to die or ſubmit to Raviſhment, Infants 
ſeized by the Hands of thoſe Perſons reeking with 
the Blood of their Fathers; and, in ſhort, the 
whole Place buried in its Ruins. He was ſenſible 
alſo of the Difficulty of reſtraining a licentious 
Soldier, who was enjoying the unjuſt Fruits of his 
Victory. To deliver, therefore, the Inhabitants 
of Naples from all theſe Evils, he ſummoned 
them to ſurrender, and promiſed to refuſe them 
nothing which they could aſk. This Precaution 
of his, however, .was to no Purpoſe; and they re- 
fuſed ſo much as even to hearken unto it 
Beliſarius upon this (although he did it with a 
_ Sigh) reſolved in the Night- time to convey 400 
Men into the Aqueduct, with two Trumpets to 
give the Signal as ſoon as ever they had got into 
the City, and to terrify the Inhabitants. In Or- 
der, moreover, that thoſe Perſons who guarded 
that Part of the Walls neareſt to the Aqueduct; 
might not perceive the Noiſe of the Arms of the 
400 Roman Soldiers, lever al of thoſe People, who 
den 


CC / 7 oo Era A; Roo 


The Life of Beliſarius. 33 


were ſtationed without, were ordered to advance 


to the Walls of the Place, and to ſpeak to them 
as loudly as poſlible, deſiring them to ſurrender ; 
but the only Anſwer to this was opprobrious Lan- 
guage. By this Time the Romans, who had gone 
through the Aqueduct, were marched into the 


City, and advancing towards that Part of the For- 
tifications, where they knew that Beliſarius expected 


| them, they killed the Centinels, and gave the Sig- 

nal. At once the Romans ſcaled the Walls, 
| whilſt the Garriſon uſed their utmoſt Endeavours 
| to repulſe them; the Gates were immediately 
forced open, and the Romans, after a Siege of one 


and twenty Days, poſſeſſed themſelves of Naples. 


The Soldiers had already begun to pillage, raviſh, 
and maſſacre the People, when Beliſarius entered the 


Place. The Rivers running with Blood, the dy- 


ing Groans, the Floods of Tears in the Women, 
and the Infants Shrieks, quite melted him to Com- 
| paſſion; accordingly, he ran to every Quarter of 
the City, and by his Tears, and his Intreaties, 


ſtopped the Fury of the Soldiers, and put an End 


to their Plundering. — The Oſtrogoths, upon their 
being informed of the taking Naples, became quite 
_ enraged againſt their Prince T heodatus, accuſed him 
of his being the Cauſe of the Enemies Succeſs 
through his Neglect, and determined to put at the 
Head of their Army a Perſon capable of defend- 
ing them againſt the Romans. Purſuant to this 
Deſign, they aſſembled together at Regetum, and, 
encamping there, they examined among their Of- 
ficers, who was worthy of the Royal Dignity; 
when Vitigis was by the general Voice proclaimed 
to be ſo. This Perſon was not indeed of an il- 
luſtrious Birth; but he had given ſignal Proofs of 
his Valour. Theodetus ſoon heard of his Misfor- 
tunes, and eaſily foreſaw, 


that, as they had dared 
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to deprive him of his Crown, they would ſoon do 
ſo by his Life; he thought, therefore, that his only 


Reſource was in Flight; but he was purſued by 


one of the Soldiers, who, coming up with him, 


maſſacred him. —/7t1g1is repaired to Rome with all 


his Forces, and, leaving there a Garriſon of 4000 _ 


Men, he ,narched wich the reſt of his Army to 
Ravenna. He was thoroughly ſenſible, that he 


ſhould have Occaſion for all his Forces againſt Be- | 


 liſarius, and, therefore, in Order to reunite > them all 
together, he ſent Ambaſſadors to the Francs and 
Viſigoths, with whom the Oſtrogoths had, for ſome 


Time, been at War, to make Peace with thoſe two 


Nations, and to recal the Troops which were in 
Gaul. Whilſt Vitigis was making theſe Prepara- 
tions, Beliſarius, leaving a Garriſon at Naples, 
marched directly on to Rome: Where, immediately 
upon his Arrival before its Walls, the Gates of the 
City were opened to him. Beliſarius entered this 


Place upon the Ninth of December in the Year 537, 


oh repaired its Fortifications, and alſo filled the Ma- 
gazines with Corn. Several of the Talian States 
ſubmitted to him, and all the Country from the 
Ionic Gulph quite to Rome was under the Com- 
mand of the Romans. Narni, Spoletum, and Peru- 
im, became ſo likewiſe. Upon the Receipt of this 
Nes, Vitigis put himſelf at the Head of an Army 


of 50,000 Men, and marched directly to lay Siege 


to Rome. Beliſarius, being acquainted with this, 
recalled all thoſe detached Parties, which he had 


lent out to take different Places; but, after all, he 
could not muſter above 5000 Soldiers. This 


Handful of Soldiers, however, enabled him to re- 
ſiſt all the Attempts of that numerous Army, 
which attacked him. In ſhort, Beliſarius, in his 
Defence of Rome, proved what aſtoniſhing Things 
wo the Prudence, e and Activity of a General : 


arc 
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are capable of effecting. Vitigis, as ſoon as he came 
before the Place, ſeized upon a Turret, which the 
Romans had built for the Defence of a Bridge which 

they had over the Tiber. Beliſarius, therefore, be- 
ing ignorant of this, moved with 1000 Horſe to 
chuſe a convenient Place to encamp upon. Upon 
his doing ſo, he met with the Enemy, and was 
obliged to engage them. Well knowing then the Ne- 
ceſſity there was for Bravery in his Troops to with- 
ſtand ſo ſuperior a Body of the Enemies, he deter- 
mined to excite it in them by his own Example, 
and, accordingly throwing himſelf into the very 
— Midſt of them, he overthrew all that oppoſed 
him. Hereupon the Enemy immediately turned 
the whole Force of their Arms, and levelled all 
their Blows againſt him. Beliſarius was mounted 
upon a bay Horſe, and, the Deſerters having in- 
formed the Oftrogoths of it, the general Cry was 
to aim at the bay Horſe. The moſt refolute of 
the Enemy advanced as near to him as they could, 
in Order to take him Priſoner ; but he overthrew 
them all. His Guards, at length, perceiving the im- 
minent Danger to which their General was expoſed, 
ranged themſelves around him, and covering him 
with their Shields, by the incredible Efforts which 
they made, repulſed the Enemy, and purſued them 
even to their very Camp, where they themſelves 
happened to be repulſed, in Turn, by a freſh Body 
of Infantry which joined the Enemy, and forced 
them to renew the Combat. The Cavalry of the 
 Oftrogoths, rallying again, advanced to ſupport their 
Infantry, whereupon the Romans retreated under 
the Walls of Rome; the Inhabitants of which, 
however, would not open their Gates to them, not- 
withſtanding all the Orders and Menaces of their 
General. They were afraid, that the Enemy 
would take this Opportunity of forcing themſelves. 
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in with thoſe whom they purſued ; and, beſides, 
Beliſarius himſelf was ſo covered with Duſt and 


Sweat, that they did not ſo much as know him; 


nay, there was a flying Report, that he had been 
killed in the Battle. In this dangerous Situation 
of Affairs, Beliſarius made a deſperate Puſh, and 


| animating the few Soldiers, who were round him, 
both with Words and Actions, he darted himſelf 


with them upon his Enemies, and having ſur- 


priſed them, when they were in Diſorder, he ſlew. 
a vaſt Number of them, put the reſt to Flight, 
and, inſtead of purſuing them, returned to Rome. 


The Soldiers and Inhabitants of Rome, ſeeing the 
Whole of this deſperate Action from the Walls, 


concluded, that no-body, except Beliſarius alone, 
could perform it; they, therefore, all of them, with 


the greateſt Pleaſure, prepared to receive a Perſon, 
who, by the Victory gained by him, proved his 


not being dead, and gave the Lye to the Report of 
his being ſo. The Courage of the Romans now 
returned again, and they opened their Gates to 
Beliſarius. This General, having eat nothing for 
the whole Day, and having been in Action all that 


Time as a common Soldier, now took ſome Bread 


and Water to recruit his Strength. He afterwards 


aſſembled his Troops and ſeveral of the Citizens, 


and, ſtationing them upon the Walls of the City, 
ordeged them to keep Fires burning all Night. 


He alſo went and viſited the Gates of the Place, 


and placed Officers at them. Whilſt Beliſarius was 
thus employed, a Report prevailed, that the Ener 
my had entered the City by the Gate of S. Pancras. 
This Report quickly ſpread itſelf throughout the 
Place, and Beliſarius was adviſed to march off: 
This great Man, however, ſuffered not himſelf to be 
influenced by a vain Panic. On the contrary, 
he ſhewed not the leaſt Emotion to thoſe Perſons 


a 
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who brought him the News, aſſured them it was 
otherwiſe, and only a falſe Alarm, and ſent a De- 
tachment of Horſe towards St. Pancras Gate, to 
diſcover the Truth of it. Theſe Perſons reporting 
that the Enemy was not entered, he ordered all his 

Officers upon no Account to quit their Poſts, let 
what Report ſoever prevail. Thus the Courage 
and Prudence of Beliſarius ſignaliſed themſelves 1 in 

the very minuteſt Articles. 
One of Vitigis's Officers, having advanced to- 


* wards one of the Gates of the City, reproached the 


Komans with their Stupidity and Perfidy, in having 
deſpiſed the Power of the Oftrogoths, and putting 
__ themſelves under the Protection of the Greeks, who 


had never furniſhed 7aly with any thing elſe but 


ſtrolling Players, Merry Andrews, or Pirates. Beli- 
| ſfariuspromiled, indeed, the Romans to revenge theſe 
Inſults for them; but his Aſſurance appeared to 
them quite ridiculous. They could not poſſibly 
| conceive how, that with ſo very few Troops he 


could defeat fo very numerous an Army, as that 


of the Enemy: He proved, however, in the Se- 
quel, that his Aſſurance was not ridiculous. On 
the next Day, Vitigis approached with his Troops 
to the City; which as it was of too wide a Compaſs 
to be quite ſurrounded by his Army, he made ſix 
Intrenchments, and cut off fourteen Aqueducts, 
which conveyed the Water into the City. Beli- 
ſarius, reconnoitring the Poſition of the Enemy, 


ranged his Soldiers around the Walls, viſited all 
the Gates, and ſhut up the Mouths of the Aque- 


ducts with ſtrong Walls. And as their Mills, 
which were worked by Means of the Water which 
they received from the Aqueducts, were now pre- 


vented from working any more, he faſtened, by 
Means of Cables to the two Banks of the 7 57g 8 


below the Bridge, two large Boats at a Foot 
Diane 
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Diſtance one from another, juſt at that very Place 
where the Water iſſued out, with its greateſt Impu- 
tuoſity, from below the Bridge. Upon the Decks 
of thoſe two Boats he placed the Mills, and fixed 
Machines in the Middle, which ſerved to turn 
them. By this Contrivance the Mills furniſhed as 
large a Supply of Flour, as when they were ſup- 
plied with Water from the Aqueducts. The Oſtro- 


 goths, being informed of this Stratagem, threw a 


great Number of Trees and dead Bodies into the 


River; which, being carried down by the Force 
of the Stream, might fall upon the Mills, and 


prevent their Working. To remedy, however, 


this Inconvenience, Beliſarius cauſed great Chains 

to be fixed above the Mills to ſtop the Trees and 
dead Bodies, and to form, as it were, a Bank with 
them. Thoſe two Chains were very ſerviceable to 
the Beſieged, in two Reſpects; in ſecuring the 


Mills, and preventing the Oftrogoths from enter- 


ing Rome by Means of the Boats. The Inhabi- 
tants of Rome, being never accuſtomed to their be- 
ing beſieged, were Hoon fatigued with their keep- 


ing Guard all Night. The diſconſolate Appear- 


ance of their Companions, the Scantineſs of Pro- 


_ viſions, and their continual Apprehenſions, re- 


duced them to Deſpair ; and they complained pub- 


licly, that Beliſarius had undertaken the War : 
_ againſt the Oftrogoths without his having received 


the proper and neceſſary Forces from the Emperor. 


Vitigis, hearing of this Diſcontent among the Ro- 
mans, ſent Ambaſſadors to Beliſarius, who, in Order 
to ſharpen up the Spirit of Mutiny, made the fol- 
lowing public Oration : It was with the greateſt 


S Reaſon, that the Ancients diſtinguiſhed differ- 
ent Things by different Names. Thus Raſh- 
_ neſs and Valour are not called by the ſame Name, 
becauſe they are not one and the ſame Thing. 
The one 1s a Fault, which . People 

into 
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into Dangers and Diſgrace; the other is a Vir- 


tue, Which conducts them to Glory. One of 


„ theſe it is, that has engaged you in the War 


with us, and we ſhall ſoon find which of them it 
is. If mere Bravery has occaſioned your taking 


up Arms againſt us, behold there are our Troops, 


they wait for you; come on, and diſtinguiſh 
yourſelves. But, if it is Raſhneſs only, the Dan- 
ger with which you are threatened will ſoon bring 
you to Repentance. To what End can it be to 
expoſe a Body of People to ſuch Miſeries, whom 
T heodoric bred up in the Midſt of Pleaſures ? 


E Why would you rob the lawful King both of 
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the Oftrogoths and 7talians of their Rights? Is it 
not ridiculous for you to remain couped up in 
© Rome by a vain Fear, at the ſame Time that you 
are beſieged by your own lawful Sovereign? Re- 
turn to your Duty, and we will permit you to 
© carry off all your Baggage. And as for you, 
© Roman Citizens, what Injury have we done you, 

© which could prompt you to betray us? Have 


you not always been happy under our Govern- 
ment, and is not now for the Defence of your 


| © Intereſts, that we at preſent take up Arms? 
5 Beliſarins thus replied : © Your own Caprices ſhall 
never be the Standard of my Conduct. It is not 
from our Enemies, but from a Perſon's ſelf, that 


a Man ſhould take Advice. The Thus will 


come, when you will ſeek to conceal yourſelves, 
and you ſhall no longer poſſeſs an Inch of Land 


in this Country. Rome belongs to us, and, in 
defending of it, we defend our Right. You 
have baſely uſurped it from us; and, notwith- | 
ſtanding all your Efforts, you ſhall be made to 
reſtore it to the lawful Maſters, You vainly 
imagine, that you may eaſily retake it, and im- 
* pole upon yourſelves with this deluſive Thought. 
Know, however, that Belifartus will never reſtore 
| 9 
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© it to you as long as he has Power ſo much as to 
breath.“ The Romans, being quite terrified, 
| dared not to make the very leaſt Reply to thoſe 
Reproaches, which the Oſtrogoths loaded them 
with, of their having betrayed them. Neverthe- 
lefs, the Ambaſſadors of Vitigis, aſtoniſhed at the 
Intrepidity of Beliſarius, returned to Vitigis, and 
acquainted him, that there was not the very leaſt 
Likelihood of his ever being able to intimidate the 


Roman General. The Oftrogoths, thus finding that |} 
there was no Poſſibility of entering Rome, by the 


Means of Negotiation, prepared to attack it with - 


all their Machines poſſible. Accordingly, they 


_ erected four wooden Towers, as high as the Walls; 
and, at the Bottom of theſe, they fixed Wheels, in 
Order that thereby they might draw them with 
| Oxen to whatever Place they pleaſed. They alſo 
prepared Scaling Ladders of the ſame Height with 
the Walls, as well as four Battering * Rams, and 
a a vaſt Number of Faſcines to fill up the Ditches, 


and to approach with their Machines to the Walls 


of the Place. Beliſarius, obſerving all theſe Prepa- 
rations of the Enemy, in Order to attack him, in 
Conſequence hereof made his, in Order to defend 


himſelf: For which Purpoſe, he fixed upon the 


Walls the Baliſiæ and the Lupi. Upon the 


Ln eighteenth Day of the Siege, Vitigis cauſed the 


Oftrogoths to advance to the Walls, in Order to 
make an Aſſault. The Romans were, indeed, aſto- 


niſhed at the Sight of the Towers, and the Batter- 


ing Rams of the Enemy; but Beliſarius himſelf 
laughed at them. —He then ordered his Soldiers 
to remain quiet, and not to uſe any Endeavours 
to repulſe the Enemy, until he had given them 
the Signal. The Romans looked upon this In- 
For to know the Conſtruction of the Battering Ram, the 
| Balifte, &c. the Reader may conſult Kennet's Roman Anti- 
quities. „ | re | ; | 
action, 


The Life of Belifarius. 41 
action, as Stupidity ; nor could they in the leaſt 
conceive, why their General would not ſuffer them 
to engage. As ſoon as ever, therefore, Beliſarius 
perceived that Vitigiss wooden Towers were 
within the Reach of the Arrows of his Baliſtæ, he 
immediately gave the Signal, and at once made 
a Diſcharge upon the Oxen; who, in an Inſtant, 
were overwhelmed with a Shower of Darts. The 
Machines, hereupon, ſtopped ſhort in the Road, 
and the Romans, at length, diſcovered the great 
| Wiſdom of their General. Vitigis, being thrown 
into Conſternation at this, left one Part of his Forces 
in this Place, with Orders to make continual Diſ- 
charges upon this Quarter of the Walls, in Order 
to employ Beliſarius here, and to hinder him from 
giving any Aſſiſtance to another Part of the City, 
which he purpoſed attacking with more conſider- 
able Forces. He then ordered all his General 


Officers to make the Attack at the very ſame In- 


ſtant of Time, in which he ſhould do ſo upon his 
Side. His Orders were accordingly put into Ex- 
ecution; but the Romans defended themſelves ſo 
well, that they repulſed all thoſe who attacked 
= them ; they likewiſe made ſeveral Sallies upon 


| them, killed more than 30,000 Men, wounded 


as many, burnt all their Machines, and forced 
them to fly back to their Camp. The Attack 
gh in the Morning, and ended not until Even- 

The Romans paſſed the Night in Rejoicings, 
— ſinging Songs in Praiſe of their General; 
whilſt the Ofrogeths ſpent theirs in taking Care of 
their Wounded, and in lamenting the great Loſs 


| which they had ſuſtained. Beliſarius acquainted 


the Emperor with what he had done in [aly, and 
deſired him to ſend him a Reinforcement of Men 


and Arms ; becauſe he was obliged to defend a 


City of a vaſt Extent, with only five thouſand 


© IS ER Men 
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Men in all, againſt an Army of an hundred and 
fifty thouſand. Juſtinian, acquieſcing with the 
Demands of his General, ordered a Body of Troops 
to embark under the Command of Yalerianus and 
Martinus, and that they ſhould haſten to [aly, as 
ſoon as they could. The Wind, however, proving 
adverſe to them, they could not arrive there as 
ſoon as they wiſhed. Beliſarius, perceiving, there- 
fore, that the Siege extended itſelf to a conſider- 
able Length of Time, and that the Proviſions di- 
miniſhed daily, ſent all the Women, Children, and 
Slaves, and, in ſhort, all the uſeleſs Mouths to 
Naples. Having, alſo, not a ſufficient Body of 
Soldiers to guard ſo great an Extent of Walls, in 
Order properly to relieve the Guards, and that 
ſome might repoſe themſelves, whilſt others were 
upon Duty, he took ſeveral of the Citizens, and 
made them mount Guard as well as the Soldiers, 
and, in Order to encourage them to do their Duty, 
he rewarded them according to their Vigilance. 
Beliſarius, being informed that the Pope, St. Sil- 
veſter, carried on a ſecret Intelligence with the 
Oſtrogoibs, hereupon, baniſhed him into Greece, and 
choſe Vigilius in his Place.“ — Fearing, moreover, 
that thoſe who guarded the Gates, might be bribed 


* It will no doubt happen, that, among ſeveral of my Rea - 
ders, there will be ſome, who will find Fault with my entering 
into too particular a Detail of Circumſtances in this Affair: 
However, Beliſarius defended Rome in ſo excellent a Manner, 
that the Omiſſion of the leaſt Circumſtance would be doing In- 
Juſtice to this very great Man. It were much, indeed, to be 
Wiſhed, that we had a much more circumſtantial Account given 
of the military Exploits of thoſe Heroes, which Antiquity boaſts 
of, that, thereby, we might form our Judgments of them more 
juſtly; diſcovering likewiſe, whether or no thoſe Perſons, who 
have been reported to take ſo many Places, and gain ſo many 
Vicdories, deſerved the Encomiums beſtowed upon them. Very 


few, without doubt, underſtood the military Art as well as Be/i- 
ſarius; nor was there ever a City, which appears to have been 
ſo prudently and gallantly defended, as that of Rome. 
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by the Enemy, he changed them conſtantly twice 
in a Month; and, to prevent any Perſons getting 
into the City unperceived, he placed a Piquet Guard 
without the Place, who had Dogs with them. 
Me find by Procopius, that the Temple of 
Janus was ſtill ſtanding at Rome. It was made 
of Bronze, and was a ſquare Building of ſuch an 
Height, as to be capable of containing the Statue 
of the God, which was about ſeven Fee and an 
half high. This Statue reſembled the Figure of 


| a Man, excepting that it had two Faces, the one 


turned to the Eaſt, the other to the Weſt. In 
each of thoſe Sides there was a Door, which the 
Romans always opened in Time of War, and ſhut 
in Time of Peace: But, from the Time that 
Chriſtianity had been eſtabliſhed in Rome, the 
Temple of Janus had always remained ſhut. Du- 
ring the Time of the Siege, ſome Romans had en- 
deavoured to open it; but they were by no Means 
capable of doing it. — Martinus and Yalerianus 
now arriving at Rome with 1600 Men, Beliſarius 
thought, that he ſhould be capable of haraſſing 
the Enemy. He diſpatched therefore Trajan at 
the Head of 200 Horſe, to ſeize upon an Emi- 
nence adjacent to the Camp, with Orders to retire 
to the City, provided that the Enemy ſhould at- 
tack them. As ſoon as the Detachment had 


| marched out of the City, Beliſarius got ready his 


Machines to play upon the Enemy at a Diſtance. 
When Trajanwas arrived at the Eminence, the Ene- 
my immediately attacked him; when, after having 


made one Diſcharge upon them, he took to Flight. 


The Oftrogoths, upon this, purſued him; whilſt 
Beliſarius from the Top of the Walls waited, until 
As notwithflanding ſeveral have mentioned the Temple of 
Janus, yet very few have given any Deſcription of it, I have, 
for this Reaſon, mentioned to my Reader this of Procopius. = 
e . VVV 
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they 3 come within the Reach of his Darts; 
when, cauſing his Machines to advance, he de- 
ſtroyed near a thouſand of them; and the reſt, be- 
ing ſtruck with a Panic, returned to their Camp. 
He made alſo made three Sallies from the Place, 
and, ſucceeding in all of them, killed the Enemy 
more than 4000 Men. Vitigis was willing to imi- 
tate Beliſarius, and imagined, that he ſhould make 
the Romans ſuſtain equal Loſſes with himſelf, pro- 
vided he ſent out detached Parties to attack them. 
Depending upon which, he ſent off a Party of 500 
| Horſe, who poſſeſſed themſelves of a little Fe : 
ſituated near the City. 
HBeliſarius, obſerving, however, that they did not 
approach near enough to be within the Reach of 
his Darts, ſent out a Body of 1000 Men againſt 
them, who, falling upon their Rear, ſurrounded 
them, and cut them all in Pieces. Vitigis, im- 
puting this Defeat of theirs to be owing to their 
Puſillanimity, detached again another picked Body 
of 500 Men, and exhorted them to ſignaliſe them- 
ven Hereupon Beliſarius, taking all the pro- 
per Precautions, oppoſed Numbers to Valour, 
and ſent out againſt them 1500 Men, who alſo 
cut the Enemies Troops in Pieces. Upon this, 


the Oftrogoths began to complain at their Deſtiny, MM Z 


and that they were always defeated, whether they 
attacked a ſmall Body with a much larger one, or 

| whether they attacked a greater Body with a much 
leſs. However, in Fact, it was the military Skill of 
| Beliſarius that was their evil Deſtiny. Some of the 
Roman General's Friends one Time enquired of 
him, upon what Reaſons he had founded his Hopes 
of Victory? He anſwered them, that, at the firſt 
Time that he engaged with the Enemy, he clearly 
perceived the great Difference there was between 
his own Soldiers and thoſe of the Enemies; and 
that, 
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that, from that very Time, he apprehended nothing 
from their great Numbers. The Difference which 
he diſcovered between the Enemies Troops and his 
own was, that his own People were very expert in 
the Uſe of the Bow, and that the Oftrogoths knew 
not how to manage it at all.— That their Horſe, 
when they engaged, were armed only with a 
Sword and a Lance; and alſo, that their Archers, 

who were on Foot, always remained in the Rear, 
to cover thoſe Troops who were armed completely. 
By this Method their Cavalry was always within 
| Diſtance of the Enemies Darts, and their infantry 
could never charge their Cavalry. Vitigis, conſider- 
ing the vaſt Number of Soldiers he had loſt, and 


being thrown into a Conſternation upon it, re- 


ſolved not to attack the Walls of the Place any 
more, but only to continue upon the Defenſive. 
The Romans, elevated with their Succeſſes, de- 
manded from Beliſarius, that they ſhould be im- 
mediately led out to a general Action. Beliſarius, 
however, well Knowing the Inequality there was 
between his own Army and the Enemies, in Re- 
gard to Numbers, would not expoſe himſelf to the 
Danger of loſing all the Fruits of his Labours. 
| Nevertheleſs, being overcome by the Intreaties of 
the Inhabitants, and of his own Soldiers, he con- 
ſented to their making ſome Sallies our upon the 
Enemy, of which Vitigis being informed, by the 


| Deſerters, always kept himſelf ſtrictly upon his 


Guard. Upon this, Beizfarius, at length, con- 
ſented to the giving them Battle. Accordingly he 
aſſembled his Troops, made a Speech to them, in 
Order to encourage them ; cauſed them to march 
out of the City, and then formed them in Order 
of Battle. Beliſarius drew off from the main Body of 
his Army ſome Detachments, which he ſent out at 
f different Gates facing the Enemies Camp, in Order 
' to 
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to keep them attentive to their Motions, and to 
hinder them from joining Yitigis himſelf, whom 
he was deſirous of attacking. In Order, more- 
over, to make thoſe Detachments appear more 


numerous, he had filled them with Citizens, and 
thoſe Perſons, who commanded them, were enjoin- 


ed not to attack the Enemy, but only to remain in 
Sight of them, in Order to intimidate them. As to 
the Body under his own Command, he placed the 
Cavalry in the Front, and mounted ſeveral of his In- 
fantry on Horſeback ; he alſo drew up his Infant 
in the Rear, in Order to ſuſtain the Cavalry, in 
caſe it ſhould give Way. Beſides, as his Infantry | 


Oo 


was compoſed of different People, who were but 
little accuſtomed to Battles, he was unwilling to 
expoſe them to their ſuſtaining the firſt Charge of 
the Enemy. Vitligis, obſerving the Romans thus 
formed for to engage him, drew up his own Army 
alſo in Order of Battle. He placed his Infantry in 
the Front, and his Cavalry was diſpoſed of in the 
two Wings, being at as ſmall a Diſtance as poſ- 
ſible from his Camp, in Order that he might there- 
by have a ſufficient Space left him for purſuing his 
Enemy, anddeſtroying the greater Number of them 
in their Flight: Since, as the Place of Engagement 
was in an open ſpacious Country, he hoped that 
the Romans would be unable to withſtand the Ef- 
forts of all his Troops, whoſe Number was very 
_ conſiderable. The Battle began in the Morning, 
and the two Generals went reſpectively through all 
the Ranks of their Armies to animate their Soldiers. 
The Romans flew a great Number of the Oftro- 
goths, but could not, nevertheleſs, force them to 
give Way. Upon the Account of their Number, 
the Enemy perceived not their Loſs; and, re- 
placing them conſtantly with freſh Troops, it ap- 
| peared as if Men ſprang out of the very Earth. 
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Whilſt Beliſarius thus diſputed the Victory with 
Vitigis, in oppoſing Bravery and Conduct to vaſt 
Numbers, one of thoſe Detachments, which he 
had placed before one of the Gates of the City, in 
Order to ſtop a Party of the Enemy, at once 
threw themſelves upon the Oſtrogoths, who, being 
terrified by their Numbers, fled to the adjacent 
Hills for Safety, and there halted. This Detach- 
ment, which was only compoſed of unarmed Ci- 
tizens, Sailors and Slaves, were not capable of 
executing the Orders, which their Commanding- 
Officer had given them, but amuſed themſelves 
with plundering the Camp of their Enemies, who, 
perceiving the Diſorder that the Romans were in, 
immediately fell upon them, killed great Num- 
bers, and put the reſt to Flight. Beliſarius's Army 
being, therefore, quite fatigued with the con- 
tinual Efforts which they had made to overcome 


the numerous Forces of their Enemies, were now 


diſpirited and gave Way ; and their Infantry alſo, 


which were drawn up behind their Cavalry, in 


Order to ſuſtain it, was defeated. In ſhort, the 


Romans, having loſt a Multitude of Soldiers, re- 


treated to their City, and never dared offering 
them Battle any more; but contented themſelves 
with now and then making Sallies, in which they 
had always the Advantage. — Money now grew 
ſcarce in Rome, Proviſions fell very ſhort, the Sol- 
| diers murmured at their not receiving their Pay, 
and the Citizens groaned at being obliged to bear 
ſuch long Fatigues, and their having ſcarcely any 
Thing to eat. Beliſarius ſympathiſed with them 
in their Uneaſineſs: But his Ingenuity was, at 
preſent, quite exhauſted. He knew not what 
Scheme to fix upon when he heard, that one Eu- 
* thalius was arrived from Conſtantinople at Terracins 
with Money, in Order to pay the Forces. Upon 
| EEE ²⁵ this, 
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this, he immeditaely ſent him an Eſcort of 100 
Men exceedingly well armed; and, when he 


found that he drew near Rome: - he marched his 


Army out of the City, and formed his Army in 


Order of Battle; in Order, that from the Enemies 


imagining that he deſigned to engage them, they 
might draw all their Forces together, and leave 
the Road quite open to Enthalius. What Beliſarius 
had foreſeen, happened accordingly. Wherefore, 
to employ the Enemy more effectually, and to 
keep them all together, he frequently ſkirmiſhed 


with them by Day, and Euthalius arrived at Rome 


without being attacked. At length, however, 
the Proviſions failing the Romans, their Money 


became quite uſeleſs, and Peſtilence and Famine 


both concurred to oppreſs the Beſieged. The 


Oftrogoths, acquainted with this Misfortune of theirs, 
no longer choſe to come to Blows with them, but 


contented themſelves with intercepting their Pro- 
viſions. Hereupon, the Inhabitants of the City, 
overpowered by their Diſtreſſes, ſought out Beliſa- 


rius, and intreated him to give the Enemy Battle, 


and offered to fight, themſelves, with the Sol- 
diers, acquainting him, at the ſame Time, that 
they were incapable of any longer bearing up un- 
der their Misfortunes, and that they were willing 
to put an End to them, either by Death or Victory. 


Beliſarius, preſently, made them ſenſible of their 


Raſhneſs, and aſſured them, at laſt, that Succours 
would arrive in a very ſhort Time from the Em- 
peror, and by that Means they would be capable 
of getting Proviſions thrown into the Place. This 
Diſcourſe of his kept up their Spirits, and they 


carried the News immediately to their Parents, 


who, hereupon, reaſſumed their Courage. Beliſa- 
rius, perceiving how greatly they were neceſſitated 
for Troops and Proviſions, ſent Procopius the Hiſ- 

5 Þ 2 5 torian 


LY 


- Aank Wan. | aw 0 


The Life of Beliſarius. 49 
torian to Naples, where it was reported, that 
Troops were arrived from Conſtantinople, Beliſa- 
rius ordered him to get together as many Soldiers 
as he could, to load his Veſſels with Corn, and to 
return to Rome as expeditiouſly as poſſible. Pro- 
= coprus, departing in the Night, paſſed unperceived 
through the Midſt of his Enemies, arrived at 
* Naples, and executed the General's Orders with 


| all the Diſpatch imaginable. —Belſarius, having 


| diſtributed the greateſt Part of his Cavalry in the 
little Forts which were in the Environs of Rome, 
by this Means leſſened the Number of Mouths in 
the Place, helped out the Proviſions, and greatly 
incommoded the Enemy; ſince, whenever thoſe 
Perſons, who were ſtationed in the Forts, ſaw 
any Proviſions carrying into the Camp of the 
Oftrogoths, they ſallied out upon them, and got 
Poſſeſſion of them. Hereby, the Oftroagoths ſoon 
found their Proviſions to fail, and ſuffered the 
Inconveniences of Famine.— By this Time a 


Reinforcement had arrived, from Conſtantinople, 


in Italy, conſiſting of 5000 Men : T hey alſo got 

together all the Proviſions which Procopius had or- 

| dered, and immediately began their March to- 
wards Rome. Beliſarius, being adviſed of this, in 


5 Order that he might facilitate their Arrival, ſkir- 


miſhed with the Enemy, which brought on a ge- 


| neral Action, in which the Oftrogoths loſt vaſt Num- 


bers, who, obſerving their Army daily decreaſing 
by Sickneſs and the Roman Arms; finding them- 
ſelves, alſo, as it were beſieged in their very own 
Camp, and being no longer able to endure the 
| Famine; and, moreover, hearing of the Arrival 
of the Troops from Conſtantinople; began to deſpair 
of Succeſs in their Undertaking, and prepared to 


| raiſe the Siege of the Place. Accordingly they 
ſent Ambaſſadors to Beliſarius, who thus Srefled = 


| him: * War is in no Way beneficial, There is 
3 << 
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no one, but who muſt allow this; eſpecially 
thoſe who have experienced it. The Love of 
Fame is, at beſt, but Folly: Nor ought the 


their own private Ambition. For this Reaſon, 


FVV 


Wiſdom is capable of accompliſhing the moſt 
difficult Matters; but Ambition and Raſhneſs 


A 


throw Obſtacles in the Way of all Accommo- 


* dations. We now wait upon you to offer Peace, 
and to propoſe Terms advantageous to both 
Parties. We give up ſeveral of our Rights. 
Do you, therefore, on your Parts, take Care to 
© avoid making your Raſhneſs the Cauſe of your 
Deſtruction.“ To this Beliſarius anſwered, *I 

* would willingly liſten to you, provided that you 
deliver yourſelves with a Spirit of Peace and 
* Equity.” The Ambaſſadors, hereupon, replied 


thus, We were, ſaid they, your Friends, your Al- 


lies, and yet you have taken up Arms againſt us: 
Is not this an Act of Injuſtice? Did we by forcible 


Methods take 7taly Phan the Romans? Did not 
© Zeno engage Theodoric to employ all his Force 
_ againſt the Tyrant Odoacer, and to poſſeſs him- 
ſelf of Italy? Does it not, ſince its Reduction 


under the Dominion of the Oſtrogoths, enjoy the 
very ſame Rights; has it not preſerved the very 
ſame Laws; and has it not the free Uſe and 
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yourſelves permitted Ialy to groan for ten Years 
under the Tyranny of Odoacer, and you are now 
deſirous of ſnatching it out of the Hands of its 


* Deliverers : Retire and be gone.“ Beliſarius re- 
plied as follows: Zeno, indeed, ſent Theodoric 


F#to wage War agunF Odoacer, and not to ſeize 


"mn 


Princes of a People to ſacrifice their Safety to 


therefore, they ſhould put a Concluſion to the 
public Calamities by the Cultivation of Peace. 
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exerciſe of its Religion, as before? If we utter 
2 Falſehood in what we ſay, contradict us. You | 


©. 
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upon Hay. What would have been its Advan- 
tage,in its only exchanging one Tyrant for an- 
other? Theodoric was lent only to reſtore its 


Liberty ; whereas, after his having drove off 
the Uſurper, he ſeized it for himſelf, Is not 


between the Perſon who ſeizes upon a Poſſeſſion, 
or him that refuſes to reſtore it? As for my 


which belong to the Emperor. If you have any 
other Propoſitions Khan theſe to make, I ſhall 
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than Sicily, and was formerly of the Imperial 


Domains. The Ambaſſadors, at length, find- 


ing that Beliſarius would abate of none of his Pre- 


| tenſions, deſired of him a Truce, in Order to ſend 


to Conſtantinople to treat about thoſe Differences 
with the Emperor, which was accordingly granted. 
This Agreement was ſcarcely concluded upon, 


when the Troops and Proviſions, which Beliſarius 
expected, arrived: They paſſed in Sight of the 
Enemy and entered Rome. This raiſed the Cou- 
rage of the Garriſon, and diffuſed a general Joy | 
amongſt the Inhabitants, At length Hoſtages 
were given on both Sides, and a Truce was con- 
cluded upon for three Months. The Oftrogoths 
now wanted Proviſions in ſeveral of their . | 


the Romans having ſo well ſecured the Paſſage by 


Sea, that no Veſſel whatever of theirs could ven- 


ture upon it. Famine, therefore, compelled them 
to diſperſe themſelves over the Country, in Order 
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this an Act of Injuſtice? Where's the Difference 
Part, I ſhall neveregive away thoſe Territories 


attend to them.“ Hereupon, the Ambaſſadors 
anſwered, © That, in Order to avoid all Diſputation, 
© they were willing to cede Sicily to them, without 
© which they could not keep Poſſeſſion of Africa.“ 
Io this Beliarius returned, It being juſt to ex- 
change one Preſent for another, we will there- 
fore give up England to you. It is much larger 


N 
| 
| 
1 


52 The Life of Beliſarius. 


to ſubſiſt themſelves; and the Romans, upon this, 


poſſeſſed themſelves immediately of all thoſe Places, 


which they abandoned. Upon this, Vitigis ſent 
Ambaſſadors to Beliſarius to complain of this Act 
of Injuſtice, and to redemand thoſe Places; but 

the Roman General received thoſe Ambaſſadors in 


a very * lighting Manner; and told them with a 


Sneer, that he was very well acquainted with the 


Reaſons why the Oftrogoths had left their Towns. 
One of the principal Officers in the Roman Ar- 


my, named Conſtantine, took from a Delerter two 
Poignards inriched with precious Stones; upon 
which the Deſerter complained to Beliſarius, and 


required him to do him Juſtice. Beliſarius, accord- 


_ ingly, frequently urged Conſtantine to juſtify him- 

ſelf as to this Accuſation of the Deſerter's; or, 
to reſtore to him the two Poignards: To this, 
however, Conſtantine gave an Anſwer only in 
Raillery. The Deſerter, meeting again one Day 
with Beliſarius on Horſeback, in a very public 
Place, ſeized on his Horſe's Bridle, and demanded 
of him with a loud Voice, whether it was permitted 
by the Roman Laws to plunder thoſe Strangers 
who came to implore the Emperor's Protection; 
hereupon Beliſarius promiſed to do him Juſtice; 
and, on the very next Day, aſſembled a great 


Number of his Officers, amongſt whom Conſtan- 


tine was one. Upon Beli/arius's exhorting him to 
reſtore the two Poignards, Conſtantine replied, that 

he would much rather throw them into the Tiber. 
This Anſwer greatly angered Beliſarius, and he 


Ng However great and amiable the Character and Conduct 


of Beliſarius appears to be in other Reſpects, yet, in this parti- 


cular Inſtance, he forfeited the Character of the honeſt Man 
for that of the refined Stateſman, and was deſirous of purſuing 
any Meaſure to accompliſh his Deſigns: Nor will it be ſufficient 
to juſtify him in this Reſpect, to ſay, Dolus an Virtus quis in 


hofte requirat ? _ 
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demanded of him to ſay, whether he was not 
bound to obey him. Conſtantine, to this, gave for 


Anſwer, that, in any Thing elſe, he was willing 


to obey, becauſe it was the Emperor's Will and 
Pleaſure but that, in the preſent Caſe; he never 


would ſubmit. Upon this Declaration, Beliſarius 


commanded his Guards to enter; whereupon, 
Conſtantinèe cried out, Are you about to murder 


me? Beliſarius replied, no; but this is only to 


compel your * Equery to reſtore to the Deſerter 
the two Poignards, which, by your Order, he 
took from him. Conſtantine, imagining from hence 
that they were going to kill him, drew his Poig- 
nard, and would have darted it into the Breaſt of 
 Beliſarius, but, by his Retreating, he avoided the 


Blow. At this, the Guards inſtantly entered, 
ſeized Conſtantine, and carried him into another 


Room ; where, purſuant to OPER Order, 
they put him to Death. 


Procopius obſerves, that this was the only Act 
of Violence which Beliſarius ever committed, ſince 


he was of an exceeding mild Diſpoſition towards 


every one; it was, nevertheleſs, abſolutely neceſ- 
fary to keep his Officers under Diſcipline. Vitigis, 


_ obſerving that the Romans poſſeſſed themſelves of 
all thoſe Places which they found defenceleſs, 
Was deſirous, on his Part, of taking Rome; but, as he 
could not accompliſh this Deſign of his by Force, 
he endeavoured to do it by Stratagem. Accord- 
ingly, he prevailed upon two of the Inhabitants 


| of the City, and perſuaded them to go in the 


| Night, and find out the Centinels of the Garriſon, 
and, taking with them a Quantity of Wine, to in- 


* The e French Word i is Ecu er, which ſignifies either 
8 the Gentleman of the Horſe, or an ſquire; ; Which, in thoſe 
Paps, moſt great Men had always attending upon them, and 
hich appears to have been an honourable Poſt. 
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vite them to drink with them, at the ſame Time 


putting into their Glaſſes ſome ſleeping Potion. 


As for Vitigis himſelf, he kept all his Boats ready 
to paſs the Tiber upon the very firſt Signal, in Or- 
der to make a general Aſſault. However, one of 
thoſe Perſons, whom Vitigis had bribed, went to 
Haeliſarius, and, diſcovering to him the whole Plot, 
made known to him his Accomplice, (who alſo 
confeſſed the whole Fact) and acquainted him with 
the very Drug, which was to have been put into 
the Wine, to make the Soldiers ſleep. Beliſa- 
rius, upon this, Mug cauſed the Perſon's Noſe 
ſent him away, mounted 

upon an Aſs, into the Enemies Camp; who, here- 
upon, perceived that their Plot was found out, 
and immediately deſpaired of ever taking Rome. 
An Officer of the Roman Army, named John, be- 
ing at the Head of two thouſand Horſe, went, by 
Beliſarius's Order, to pillage Piſentina, and carried 
off with him all the Women and Children he met 
with, and cut to Pieces a Body of the Oftro- 
goths, who were ſent out to oppoſe him; he poſ- 
ſeſſed himſelf of Ariminium, which is but a Day's 
March from Ravenna. Mataſonta, Daughter of 
Amalaſontba, Vitigis's Wife, was highly pleaſed to 
hear of John's making himſelf Maſter of Arimi- 
mum For this Woman had never loved Vitigis, 
and had only married him through Compulſion. 


and Ears to be cut o 


In Order, therefore, to get rid of him, ſhe reſolved 


to betray him, and all thoſe of his Nation. Pur- 
ſuant to this, ſhe ſent ſome truſty Perſons to John, 

and promiſed him, that, provided he would marry 
her, ſhe would make away with her Huſband; to 
which Offer John readily conſented. During this 
Negotiation, Vitigis, being informed of the taking 
of Ariminium, and urged by Famine, and alſo be- 
ing ſenſible that the Truce was very near its Ex- 
g piration, 
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piration, raiſed the Siege of Rome, and ſet Fire to 


his Camp. It was now one Year, nine Months, 


and ſome odd Days, that Vitigis had beſieged the 
Place, when Beliſarius perceived the Oftrogoths em- 
ployed in paſſing over one of the Bridges; he ſal- 
lied out upon them, and killed them a vaſt Num- 


ber of their People. Vitigis, leaving Garriſons in 
all the ſtrong Towns in his Way, returned with 

the reſt of his Army to Ravenna; from whence he 
| ſoon ſet out again for Ariminium. Being arri- 
ved before this Place, he cauſed a wooden Tower 


to be built of a very great Height, which he 


cauſed to be moved forward to the Walls of the 
Place by the Perſons who were in it; he having 


learnt, at the Siege of Rome, the Manner of work- 


Ing thoſe Towers. The Romans were very greatly 
terrified at the Sight of Y:7i215's Machines, but 
: 10 kept up their Spirits. At the Approach of 
Night, the Oſtrogoths repoſed themſelves, when 
Jobn, having marched out of the Place with a 
Body of Pioneers, made them dig a very large 


Trench before the Tower, and returned again 


into the Town. Vitigis, the next Day, filled up 
this Trench with Faſcines ; but the great Weight 
of the Tower ſo crowded them together, and ſunk 
: them in ſuch a Manner, that there was no Poſſibi- 
 lity of moving it either forward or backward. 
: Upon this, John ſallied out upon them, killed a 


great Number of them, and forced them to re- 


b treat to their Camp. Hereupon, Vitigis abandon- 
ce the Project of his attacking the Wall, and re- 
ſolved to reduce the Place by Famine. Beliſarius 


having detached one of his Officers at the Head of 


24 Party of Ligurians, this Officer ſeized upon Mi- 
lan, and ſeveral other Places adjacent to it, Upon 
the News of this, Vitigis marched a powerful Ar- 
my, conſiſting of Oſtrogoths, and the Burgundians, 


their 


56 De Life of Belifarius. 

their Auxiliaries, under the Command of his Ne- 
phew Vraias, in Order to beſiege Milan. Beliſa- 
rius marched in the Beginning of the Summer, in 
Order to attack Vitigis, and ordered off ſome 
Detachments to form Intrenchments before Tudera 
and Cluſium; which Places he intended to. beſiege, 
in Order that he might leave no Obſtructions be- 
| hind him. The very Name of Beliſarius was ſuf- 
ficient to make his Enemies tremble. As ſoon as 
ever, therefore, the Inhabitants of thoſe two Places 
heard of his Arrival, they ſent Ambaſſadors to 
him, with an Offer of ſurrendering themſelves to 

| him, provided that he would only ſpare their 
Lives. Their Requeſt was accordingly granted, 
and they immediately opened their Gates. Beli- 
ſarius, hereupon, entered thoſe Places, diſpoſed of 
the Oftrogoths in different Places, left a Garriſon in 
them, and then continued his Rout. Beliſarius 
was marching, in Order to attack Vitigis, when he 
was informed, that the Eunuch Narſes was ar- 
rived in the Piſentine, with an Army of 7000 
Men. Upon this, he inſtantly ſet out, in Order 
to meet with him; and having done ſo, and join- 
ed their Forces together, they conſulted upon what 
Plan of Operations they ſhould proceed. On the 
one Hand, Beliſarius was willing to march to the 
Relief of Ariminium, which Vitigis had beſieged 
with a powerful Army; whilſt, on the other Hand, 
he apprehended, leſt the Garriſon of Auxima, fall. 
ing upon his Rear, might very greatly incommode 
him. Whilſt Beliſarius was in this State of Per- 
plexity, he received Letters from John, Governor 
of Ariminium, to this Purpole : © You are ſenſible 
of our great Want of Proviſions, that upon this 

© Account I can neither keep my Soldiers to their 

© Duty, nor withſtand the Enemy. In ſeven Days 
* at fartheſt, we ſhall be obliged. to. ſurrender to 
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The Life of Beliſarius. 57 
« the Enemy, and ſubmit to that Neceſſity which 
will ſufficiently juſtify us againſt all ſuch Per- 


© ſons as may upbraid us with Cowardice.* So 
urgent a Letter at once determined Beliſarins in 


his Refolution. Accordingly, therefore, he de- 
tached 1000 Men, with Orders to encamp near 


the Sea, about two hundred Stadiums from Auxi- 
ma, in Order to keep that Garriſon in Awe, and 
then flew to the Relief of Ariminium. When Vi- 


tigis was acquainted with the Approach of Beliſa- 
rius, he immediately raiſed the Siege, and retired 
with his Army to Ravenna. Narſes now became 
jealous of the Glory Beliſarius had acquired; and, 
hereupon, thoſe two * great Men entered into a 


Miſtruſt of one another. Several of the Officers, 
ſiding with Narſes, adviſed him to put himſelf at 


the Head of a ſeparate Body of Troops, and aſ- 
ſured him, that the beſt of the Troops and the 
braveſt of the Officers would inliſt under his Com- 
mand. Thoſe Offers increaſing the Pride of Narſes, 
he no longer paid any Attention to Beliſarius. 
Whenever the latter propoſed any Undertaking 
to him, he always found out ſome Pretext or 
other for eluding his Orders. Beliſarius, per- 
Ceiving this, complained to his Officers, and pro- 
poſed to them the Marching to Milan, which 
Vraias, Vitigis's Nephew, had laid Siege to with a 
powerful Army. Narſes, however, was for march- 


ing directly to Ravenna, to which Place his Parti- 
ſans were willing to follow him. At length, Be- 


liſarius, apprehending that thoſe Diviſions in his 
Army might be an Obſtacle to his farther Pro- 


ceedings, produced a Letter from the Emperor 


The Funuch Narſes was an | excellent Soldier, He ſuc- | 


ceeded Beliſarius in the Conduct of the War in 1taly, where he 
performed ſeveral very extraordinary Exploits, and finiſhed the 


Reduction of that Country f under che Romans. See the Appendix. 
8 himſelf, 
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himſelf, to this Purport : © We ſent not Narſes, 
Intendant of our Finances, into /taly, to com- 
mand our Troops. Our Will is, that Beliſarius 
ſhould have the Command, and do what he 
thinks proper; and that you yourſelves readily 


| A 


ing all Beliſarius's Intreaties to him to ſtay, and 


marched off with his Troops to Rimini. Beliſa- 
rius was not wont to abandon his Enterprizes, and 
therefore he continued the Siege with that ſmall 


Body of Troops which remained with him. — 


The Beſieged, being in great Want of Water, Fog 


ſired to capitulate, and opened their Gates to him, 
who incorporated this Garriſon with his Army. 
Narſes heard of Beliſarius's Succeſs with Aſtoniſh- 


ment, and his Jealouſy increaſed upon it. The 

General, being alſo informed that C:vita-Vecchia 
was in very great Want of Proviſions, led his 

Army thither ; and, upon his Coming before the 

Place, it immediately ſurrendered. His Joy, how- 
very 


obey any Commands of his, for the Good of 
our Service.“ Narſes was piqued at thoſe laſt 
Words, and inſiſted, that he was, therefore, not 
obliged to obſerve the Orders of Beliſarius, as 
being contrary to the Welfare of the State. Beli. 
ſarius, perceiving by this Anſwer that he ſhould 
never prevail upon Narſes to agree with him in his 
Sentiments, altered his Deſign, and ſent an Officer 
at the Head of a Body of Troops to beſiege Civita- 
Vecchia. As for himſelf, he marched his Army to- 
wards Urbino, which is but a Day's Joui aey from 
Ariminium. Narſes followed him, without being 
willing to join his Troops with Beliſarius's, and, 
upon their Arrival under the Walls of the Place, 7 
he encamped in a Place at a conſiderable Diſtance | 
from where Beliſarius did. The latter had already _ 
began the Attack, when Narſes, being ſpurred on 
by ſome of his F riends, decamped, notwithſtand- 
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ever, was greatly interrupted by his Hearing of 


the Danger to which the City of Milan was ex- 
poſed, the Inhabitants of this Place being no lon- 


ger able to withſtand Famine, and the Efforts of 


the Enemy. Upon this, Beliſarius ordered two of 
| his Officers to march immediately to the Relief of 


this Place ; but they returned for Anſwer, that 


they would not ſtir without their receiving an 


Order from Narſes. This obliged Beliſarius to 


write Narſes the following Letter: The Em- 
| © peror's Troops make bur one Body, which 
_ © ought to be conducted but by one and the ſame 
Spirit. —Any Diviſion in it muſt be fatal. Quit 


A 


Emilia, where there is no Place of Conſideration 


to take, nor any Thing of Importance to exe- 
cute, and ſend John and Juſtin to join thoſe Troops 
which I have detached to raiſe the Siege of 
Milan. Narſes then commanded the two Offi- 
cers to march with their Forces towards Milan. 
The Delay, however, occaſioned by the Reply of 


the two Officers, was ſuch, that the Beſieged, having 


conſumed every Thing they could meet with, even 


the very Dogs, and Rats, that were in the Place, 


| ſurrendered upon Conditions. The Ofrogoths, ha- 


ving placed a ſure Guard upon the Garriſon, put 


all the Inhabitants to the Point of the Sword, de- 
livered up the Women to the Burgundians, as a 
Reward for the Aſſiſtance which they had given 
them, and razed the very Place. Beliſarius, being 
extremely chagrined at the News of this, deſired 


Juſtinian, that he would recal Narſes to Conſtanti- 


nople. After this, Beliſarius aſſembled his Troops, 
and marched to beſiege Auxima, which is but one 
Day's Diſtance from Ravenna. Vitigis hearing of 

| this, was ſtruck with a Panic, and conſulted here- 
upon the Elders of his Court, who adviſed him 
to ſend Ambaſſadors to Coſroes, to endeavour to 


engage 
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by that Means to make a Diverſion. This Ad- 
vice, being approved of, was immediately put into 


Effect, and Coſroes at the Head of a very formid- 
able Army, entered the Emperor's Dominions. 


Theodebret, King of the Franks, perceiving the 
Romans and Oftrogoths to be greatly weakened by 
the different Engagements which they had with 


one another, entered Italy at the Head of an Army 
of an hundred thouſand Men, and plundered ſe- 


veral Countries. Beliſarius, who at this Time was 
engaged in the Siege of Auxima, being informed 


of this, wrote to Theodebret in theſe Terms: 


Generous Theogebret, it is misbecoming a great 


Prince to falſify his Word. The very meaneſt 
People never fal tulfilling what they have pro- 


< miſed upon Oath. As for you, you have pro- 


miſed your Aſſiſtance againſt the Oftrogoths ; and 
© inſtead of this, you aſſiſt them againſt us. It 


is eaſy for the Emperor to avenge himſelf of the 


© Inſult offered; and therefore take Care what 


you do. Believe me, it is far better to be con- 


© tented with what a Perſon has, than to run the 
© Riſque of loſing this by an Eagerneſs to rob 
' © others of their Poſſeſſions.“ 7 heodebret read this 
Letter, and returned again into his own Country.. 


After the Taking of Auxima, the Roman General 
marched with all his Forces towards Ravenna, 


where Vitigis had retreated. He alſo ſeized upon 
a large Convoy of Corn, which the Enemies were 
conducting into the Place, where Proviſions be- 


gan now to fall exceedingly ſhort. The King of 
the Franks, being informed of thoſe Extremities 


to which Vitigis was reduced, offered, by his Am- 
baſſadors, to ſupply him with Succours, on Con- 


dition that he would cede to him a Part of 1aly., 


In Order to break this Negotiation, Beliſarius made 


Pr opoſals | 
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Propoſals to Vitigis, which were equally advan- 
tageous. This King, therefore, being well ac- 
quainted with the Treachery of the Franks, was 
_ unwilling to enter into any Negotiation with them, 
and, therefore, ſending them back, entered into a 
- Negotiation with the Romans. Beliſarius, in the 

mean time, continued to guard all the Paſſages lead- 

ing to Ravenna, with the utmoſt Care, to prevent 
Proviſions from being carried into the Place. 7u/ſ- 
tinian, being now deſirous of making Peace with 


1 Oftrogoths, that he might, thereby, be enabled 


to oppoſe all his Forces to the Per/fians, who ra- 


| vaged the Territories of the Empire, ſent Ambaſ- 


ſadors to Vitigis, with Offers of Peace, provided 
that he would yield up to him all that Country 


1 beyond the Ps, and would alſo pay him a yearly 
Tribute. Vitigis embraced thoſe Terms, but Be- 


liſarius refuſed ſigning the Treaty, pleading, that 


he was deprived of the Honour of a certain Vic- 


tory, that he might thereby be deprived of the 
Glory of a new Triumph. Upon this, all the 
5 Officers of his Army told him, that they had un- 
dergone ſufficient Fatigues, and that they would 
not fight any longer, provided that the War laſted. 
In ſhort, Beliſarius was juſt upon the Point of 
yielding to them, and abandoning the Fruits of 
his Labours; when during his thus deliberating 
with himſelf, the Ofrogoths, being urged by Fa- 


mine, and wearied out with obeying. a Prince © 


who was always unſucceſsful, ſent ſome of the 
Principal Perſons of their Nation to Beliſarius, 
with an Offer to him of laying down their Arms, 
provided that he would not make Slaves of them, 
and at the ſame Time deſired him to accept of 
their Crown. This was a Propoſition Which was 
gladly received by this great Man; not becauſe 
he was deſirous of being proclaimed King, with- 
| | = QUT: 
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out Juſtinian's Conſent, to whom he had taken 


an Oath of Fidelity: But he hoped, by theſe 
Means, to draw over the greater Part of the Oftro- 


goths to him, and to put the Affairs of the Em- 
peror upon a better Footing. Hereupon, therefore, 


Beliſarius aſſembled all his Officers, and queſ- 
ſtioned them, whether it would not be more glo- 

rious for them to take Vitigis, to make all the 
Oſtrogotùs Priſoners, and to ſubject all 7aly to the 


Government of the Romans, than to return to 


Conſtantinople, without their having done any Ihing 


remarkable. It was unanimouſly agreed to, upon 
this, that it would be far more glorious for them 


to make the former their choice; and accordingly 


they intreated him, that he would not fail to at- 
tempt it, if he ſaw that there was any Method of 
ſucceeding in it. Hereupon, he imeediately ſent 
ſome truſty Perſons to the Oftrogeths, to charge 
them to be as good as their Word. The Oftrogoths 


alſo, on their Side, ſent Ambaſſadors, who were 


to engage him to promiſe, upon Oath, that he 
would not injure them, and accept of their Crown. 
After this, they opened their Gates to him, and 


| he entered Ravenna, at the Head of his Troops. 
Theſe, however, were ſo few in Number, that the 


very Women were aſtoniſhed at ſeeing them, and, 
reproaching the Oftrogoibs with their Cowardice, 
made them ſenſible, how ſhameful it was for them 


to be overcome by ſuch an Handful of Men. Be- 


liſarius gave Orders, that Vitigis ſhould be guard- 


ed, but at the ſame Time paid him all thoſe Ho- 


nours which were due to him; and he likewiſe 


permitted the Oftrogoths to cultivate thoſe Lands 
Which were on this Side the Po, fince, as he had 


placed Garrifons there, he was in no Apprehen- 


ions from that Quarter. He then took Poſſeſſion 
of thoſe 1 reaſures which were in the Palace, in 


3 3 Order 
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Order to carry them to Juſtinian; and kept his Sol- 
diers in ſuch good Order, that there was not ſo 
much as one Houſe pillaged : For, whenever he 
entered into a conquered Country, this was always 
the firſt Object of his Care. As ſoon as the Oſtro- 
goths, who commanded in diſtant Parts, were ac- 
quainted with the Taking of Ravenna, and the 
Captivity of /:tigis ; they ſent Deputies to Beliſa- 
| 7745, with an Offer to ſubmit to the Emperor's 
| Government. He accepted their Offers, and ſent 
Officers to take Poſſeſſion of their Places. Thus 
lay became a ſecond Time under the Roman Go- 
vernment; and this too owing to Beliſarius.— 
Envy was now deſirous of ſullying the Glory of 
this Hero; for ſome of his Officers now accuſed 
him to the Emperor of his aſpiring to the ſove- 
reign Power; but the Emperor, however, gave 
no Credit to this Calumny. Beliſarius had given 
him too many Proots of his Virtue, to make him 
ever imagine, that he could prove unfaithful. 
Accordingly, therefore, he recalled him to Con- 
ftantinople, to take the Command of an Army, 
| which Juſtinian determined to ſend againſt the 
Perſians, who had always continued to make In- 
curſions upon the Territories of the Empire. The 
Oftrogoths ſaw Beliſarius with Aſtoniſnment making 
Preparations for his Setting out: Nor could they 
conceive, that any Man could have a Soul great 
enough to ſacrifice the Honour of his being a 
crowned Head to the Glory of his preſerving his 
Fidelity. The more numerous the Virtues of Be- 
liſarius appeared, the greater Deſire the Oſtrogoths 
had to have him for their Maſter. At length, per- 
ceiving, however, that he would not yield to their 
Deſires, they went to Pavia, in Search of Yratas, 
Vitigis's Nephew, intreating him to put himſelf 
at their Head, and, | thereby, t to prevent Beliſarilis's 
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carrying their Wives, Children, and Treaſures, to 


Conſtantinople, —ratias returned for Anſwer to this, 
that he would by no Means accept of a Crown 


which they had taken from his Uncle; and that 
he adviſed them to offer it to Hildibad, whole Va- 


| Jour was generally known. This Advice was very 
well reliſhed by the whole Nation ; and, bringing 
Hildibad from Verona, they proclaimed him their 
King. As foon as ever this Ceremony was over, 


Hildibad aſſembled the Oftrogeths, and thus ad- 


| dreſſed them: Our paſt Misfortunes ſhould teach 


aus to diſcern and guard againſt the Future. You 


have hitherto been raſh, henceforth learn Pru— 


« dence. Beliſarius knew the Way of overcoming 
you; he will alſo beſt know how to defend you: 

© Go, and once again offer the Crown to him.— 

Go, I ſay; and, if he refuſes to accept of it, we 


© ſhall then know what Meaſures to take, in Con- 
* ſequence of it. Upon this, they ſent ſome of 


their principal Perſons to Beliſarius, who intreated 
him to remember what he had promiſed them, and 


to grant them their Requeſt. To this he replied, 
that, having taken an Oath of Allegiance to Juſti- 


nian, he would never accept of regal Power, du- 
ring the Life of the Emperor.* Belifarius s Pre- 


parations being now all compleated, he ſet out for 


Conſtantinople, and carried thither with him Viligis, 


Hildibad's Children, and the Perſons of the firſt 
Quality among the Gozhs : He alſo, at the ſame 
Time, carried with him all the Treaſures belong- 


ing to the Crown. Juſtinian gave a very favour- 


able Reception to YVitigis, and the Queen his Wife; 


and, pleaſed with his having in his Poſſeſſion the 


; Treaſures of the great Theodoric, he kept them 


in his Palace, where he oftentatiouſly ſhewed them 


to his Senators : Nevertheleſs, he choſe not to 
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make a public Show of them, and refuſed Be- 
liſarius the Honours of a Triumph. This Re- 
ſuſal, however, no Way diminiſhed the Glory of 
the Conqueror of the Vandals and Oftrogoths. E- 
very Mouth was filled with his Praiſes, and, when- 


ever he appeared in the Streets and public Places, 


every Perſon's Attention was fixed wholly upon 
| him, and, in ſhort, no one thought that he could 
have a ſufficient Sight of him. 
They could not poſſibly help admiring a Hero 
who: alone, had made as many Conqueffs, 48 All 
the ancient Romans; who had reduced to Captiviy 
two Monarchs, and, in a Word, who had re- 
ſtored to the Roman Name its ancient Luſtre. 
When he walked abroad, it appeared as a Tri- 
# umph, and he had always in his Retinue a vaſt 
Number of Vandals, Moors, and Oftrogoths. Fuſ- 
linian now ordered Beliſarius to ſet out, and begs 5 
the Operations of the War againſt the Perſians: 
Whereupon the General marched his Army to 
Dara, to which Place he ordered military Stores 
and Proviſions to be brought, and from hence 
| marched to Miba. Being informed, that the 
| Garriſon of this Place was very numerous, he 
choſe not to undertake the Siege of it; but, ad- 
vancing to the Caſtle of Siſaurana, inveſted it, 
reduced it to Famine, and, taking it, ſent the 
Garriſon, and alſo the Governor of it, to Conſtan- 
linople. The violent Heat of the Climate render- 
ing Beliſarius's Army exceeding ſickly, he advan- . 
ced no farther, but returned to Dara, from whence 
Juſtinian recalled him to Conſtantinople. In the ſuc-_ 
ceeding Spring, Coſroes re-entering the Territories of 
the Empire, the Roman General ſet out immediately 
to oppoſe his Ravages, and repaired to Europa, 
which was a Fort built upon the Euphrates, and 
there aſſembled his Troops. Cofr9es, being ac- 
quainted with the military Prepar ations of Beliſa- 
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rius againſt him, ſent Ambaſſadors in Order to 
treat of Peace, This, however, was only a Feint 


of the Perſian King's, ſince his true Motive in this 


Ambaſly was to examine into the State of the Ro- 


man Forces. —Beliſarius, diſcovering this, aſſembled 


all his Troops, and ordered them to aſſume a 

fierce Countenance. Accordingly, when the Per- 
ian Ambaſſador came to view them, he was aſto- 
niſhed at the exact Order of the Roman Army, 


and the fierce Countenances of the Troops ; and, 


upon his making his Report hereof to Coſroes, he 
was immediately terrified, concluded a Peace, and 


retired from the Territories of the Empire. Upon 
this, Beliſarius returned to Conſtantinople covered 


with freſh Honours. Great as this Hero was, the 


Conqueror both of the Faſt and Welt, the only 
Hope of the Romans, the Support of Juſtinian's 
Throne, and the Terror of Kings, he was married to 

a * Wife, whoſe conſtant Debaucheries moſt highly 


ee hint Antonina gave herſelf up to the Will 
of all the Youths of Conſiantinople, and was not ſo 


much as at the very leaſt Pains to conceal her Pro- 
ſtitution. Beliſarius, however, had long been 


blind to his Wife's Amours; nay, he once ſur- 
priſed her in the very Fact, without his taking 


any Notice of it. Finding at length, however, 
that his too great Eaſineſs rendered him ridiculous, 
and ſeveral of his Officers acquainting him with it 
at the Time he was engaged in the Eaſt in the 
Perſian War, he changed his Lenity into Severity. 


He accordingly ſent for Antonina, and confined 


her; nay, his Paſſion ran ſo very high, that he 
often attempted to kill her, but this Woman's 
Tears aye prevented him. The Empreſs ＋ T heo- 
dora, 


It is Rae whid ei us of this. 


Theodora was the Daughter of the Keeper of the Bears, 
i. e. one who had the Care of breeding up the Beaſts for. 
the Shed In her uy Youth, ine waited _ the Aareſſes 
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dora, being informed of the Misfortunes of Anto- 


nina, who was her Confident in all her own De- 


bauches, employed all her Authority to relieve 
her. She accordingly ordered Beliſarius to fend to 


her his Wife, and forbid him. doing her any In- 
jury, compelled him to name thoſe Perſons who 


} had induced him to uſe Aulonina ill, ſent Perſons 
| to ſearch for them, and put them in Priſon. - Dur- 
ing this Time, Juſtinian was taken fo very danger- 


ouſly ill, that the People thought he had been 
dead. This falſe Report reached even to the Camp, 
and ſome of the Officers declared, that, if another 


Emperor ſhould be proclaimed at Conſtantinople, 


they would lay down their Arms. As ſoon, how- 


ever, as theſe Perſons heard of Juſtinian's Reco- 


on the Theatre, furniſhed them with Seats, when they wanted 
them, and carried their Dreſſes. She entered herſelf in a 


Company of Mountebanks, where ſhe made herſelf famous by 
her Grimaces, and her Impudence. Her Debaucheries, at 
length, rendered her ſo very contemptible, that, when any one 


accidently met her in the Morning, they reckoned it as an ill 
Omen for all the ſucceeding Day. One Hecebolus of Tyre, being 


appointed Governor of Pentapolis, carried her to his Government 


with him ; but he was very ſoon tired of her, and ſent her back 


again. She then went to Alexandria, where ſhe lived ſome Time 
upon her proſtituting herſelf; and from hence ſhe came back 
to Conſtantinople, where ſhe ſtill continued in the ſame vicious 
Courſe. She was fo exceedingly notorious and deſpicable, that 


even the moſt debauched dared not converſe with her. Notwith- 
ſtanding all this, Jaſſinian became enamoured of her; entertain- 
ed for her a long Time, preferred her to the Patrician Rank and 
Dignity, and engaged the Emperor Juſtin to abrogate a Law 
forbidding Senators to form matrimonial Alliances with a Pro- 
ſtitute, and married Theodora. This Woman made no other Uſe 


of her Power, but to oppreſs the Innocent, and to protect Vice. 
She occaſioned the Banithment of ſeveral Perſons of Diſtinction, 
to get Poſſeſſion of their Riches, and to diſperſe them amongſt. 


Proſtitutes. She likewiſe obliged the young Women to take 
ſuch Huſbands as ſhe provided for them, and Men to marry 


ſuch Women as ſhe choſe they ſhould. —Juſtinian was the firſt 


of her Slaves: He did nothing without her Conſent ; and, if we 


credit the ſecret Hiſtory aſcribed to Procopins, he very ſeldom, 
if ever, performed any good Action. 
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very, they became apprehenſive and fearful, left 
he ſhould be acquainted with the Nature of their 
paſt Converſation; and, that they might not be ac- 
cuſed by others, they accuſed themſelves. —Bel:/a- 
rius, although innocent, was in the Number of the 
_ Perſons accuſed; and T heodora was too much ſet 
againſt him not to believe him really culpable, 
ſince, upon his Return to Conſtantinople, his gal- 
lant Exploits, and the Laurels he had acquired, 
could not protect him from the Perſecutions of the 
Empreſs. * Theedera, therefore, obliged the 
mean-ſpirited Juſtinian to degrade him from al! 
his Dignities, to take away the Guards who at- 
tended him, his Fortune and his Friends; and he 
was forbid ſceing any Perſon whatever. All the 
World was aſtoniſhed at ſeeing the Conqueror of 
the Oftrogoths and Vandals, and even of all ah, at 
once deferted, unfortunate, oppreſſed, without 
Money, without Honours, and given up to the 
Inſults of the meaneſt of the Populace. Such was 
the Extremity of that Diſgrace, to which Theodora 
was willing to reduce him: in Order that, by 
his owing his Re-eſtabliſhment to the Sollicitation 
of Antenina, he might be obliged to pardon all 
_ thoſe Injuries which he had received from her. 
In Purſuance of all this, the Empreſs ſent him a 
Letter to this Purport: © You are ſenſible, Beli- 
+ ſarins, of your having affronted me; neverthe- 
< leſs, from the Regard I have to Antonina, who 
has upon this Occaſion done you great Services, 
1 pardon you. I grant you your Life, and ſhall 
: * give you up a Part of your Fortune, It is to 


It is e evident, chat it is how 1 that 
the modern Hiſtorians took upon them to affirm, that Beliſarius, 
being accuſed of a Conſpiracy againſt the Emperor Juſpinian, 


had his Eyes put out, was ſtripped of all his Fortune, and was 
fo far reduced as to g9 a begging. 99 


your 


The Life of Belifarius. 69 
* your Wife that you are obliged for this. Re- 
member to be grateful for it, and, as for my 
Part, I ſhall take Notice of it. 'As ſoon as 
Beliſarius had received this Letter, he went imme- 
diately to embrace his Wife, and, thanking her for 
the Services which ſhe had done him, promiſed 
her to treat her for the future with all the Reſpect 
poſſible. Procopius affirms, that he even became 
enamoured of her, although ſhe was now Sixty 
and more: This, however, is not the only doubt- 
ful a Paſſage to be met with in this Author, Very 
| ſoon after this, Fuſtinian reinſtated Beliſarius in all 
his former Dignities, and ſent him into Italy. Upon 
his Arrival there, he found all military Diſcipline 
in the Roman Army quite neglected. The Officers 
thought of nothing, but enriching themſelves. 
The Soldiers had no other Employment than pil- 
laging private Perſons, and had quite loft their 
fighting Spirit; whilſt the Inhabitants had, for 
ſome Time, been W of being under the Do- 
minion of the Romans. The Oftrogoths, likewiſe, 
being united together, under the Conduct of the 
brave * Totila, had retaken every Thing almoſt in 


 Jraly, which Beliſarius had gained Poſſeſſion of. 15 
Tolila, being informed of Beliſarius's Arrival, wrote 


a Letter to him under the Name of Bonus Gover- 
nor of Genoa, deſiring to receive from him a ſpeedy 
Aſſiſtance, and at the ſame Time ordered the Per- 
ſons, who carried this Letter, to examine into the 
State of the Roman Army, and acquaint him with 
it at their Return in a faithful Manner. They ac- 


cordingly very punctually executed the King's Or- 


ders, and at their Return informed him, that Be- 


liſarius, at the very utmoſt, had no more than 


4<00 Men. This Report imboldened T alla, and 5 
5 1 See the Appendix, p 84. = . 
be 
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he continued attacking and taking the Towns. 
Beliſarius marched to Ravenna, in Hopes to draw 
over the Oftrogoths to his Side; but all his Endea- 
vours were ineffectual. Finding, therefore, that 
he had not ſufficient Forces to relieve thoſe Places 
which were beſieged, nor to check the Conqueſts 
of the Enemy, he wrote to the Emperor as fol- 
lows : We are, O Cz/ar, arrived in Italy without 

Men, without Horſes, and without Money. 

Every Thing is wanting to us, and can we then, 
in ſuch a State as this, continue to carry on the 
War? We have traverſed Thrace and Ihria, to 

ſearch for Soldiers: We have found, however, 
exceeding few, and thoſe too both quite naked, 

and Men who have neither Courage or Experi- 
ence. As for thoſe who remained here during 
my Abſence, they are neither ſtrong enough, 
nor reſolute enough to oppoſe the Enemy. We 
can no longer draw Money from Jah, as the 
Oftrogoths are in Poſſeſſion of it. The Troops, 


Body of them has already deſerted, and joined 
the Enemy. It is not merely ſufficient, that 
Beliſarius himſelf is ſent into Italy to terminate 
the War; there are other Preparations, which 
are abſolutely neceſſary to this Purpoſe. A Ge- 
neral is nothing without Soldiers. We have 
Occaſion for Spearmen, for Archers and the 
Huuns, whom it is neceſſary to pay with ready 
5 Money. Juſtinian, upon the Receipt of this 
| Letter, having read it, paid but little Attention to 
it. Totila, therefore, meeting with no Oppoſition, 
advanced in Order to lay Siege to Rome. This 
great City was very ſoon greatly diſtreſſed by 
Famine; nor was there any Poſſibility of throwing 
into it any Proviſions, either by Sea or Land. 


The 585 ores ſurrounded the Walls of the Place, 
X and 5 
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being no longer paid, refuſe to obey. One 
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and their Veſſels covered the Sea. Beliſarius, being 
apprehenſive, therefore, left the Place ſhould be 
taken, removed from Ravenna, and fixed upon 
ſome other Situation, from whence he might be 
able to relieve the City; ſince he now perceived 
his Error in ſhutting himſelf up in Ravenna, and 
leaving the Enemies Maſters of the Country. Ac- 
cordingly he went to Dyrrachium, from whence he 
again applied to the Emperor for Succours; 
which, after repeated Inſtances, He, at length, re- 
ceived. The Famine ſtill increaſed in Rome, 2nd - 
the Inhabitants of the Place underwent ſuch Suf- 
ferings as are quite ſhocking to human Nature. 
They had nothing but Vegetables for their Sub- 
ſiſtence; and one particular Perſon, who was the 
Father of five Children, hearing them moſt piteouſly | 
crying for Bread, carried them to the Banks of 
the Tiber, where, covering his Face with his Robe, 
he threw himlelf immediately into the River, in 
Sight of his Children, and all the People: Such 
were the Miſeries to which was now reduced the 
once univerſal Seat of Empire. Beliſarius, being 
now afraid that at all Events the Romans would be 
_ obliged to give up the Place, determined to at- 

| on the Relief of ir, coſt what it would. Hav- 
„however, not a ſufficient Body of Forces to 
8 ſo formidable an Army, as that of the 

Enemies, he reſolved upon attempting an En- 
trance into Rome by Means of the Tiber. As 
Heliſariusis Enemies had erected a Tower upon this 
River to prevent the Paſſage of it, Beliſarius cauſed 
two Boats to be fixed together, upon which he 
placed a Tower much higher than that of the Ene- 


mies. After this, he ſent a Fleet upon the River 


of two hundred Barks laden with Troops and 
Corn, covered with Planks bored through, in Or- 


- der that thereby oy * be enabled to diſ- 


charge 
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charge their Arrows upon the Oftrogo!hs, and at 
the ſame Time be ſheltered from their Diſcharges | 

upon them. At the ſame Time, he formed all 
his Cavalry, and the Remainder of his Infantry, in 
a proper Manner, upon the Banks of the River, 


to hinder the Enemies advancing to the Fortifica- 


tions of the Port, where he had left his Wife and 
Baggage, with a Garriſon commanded by one 
Iſaac, to whom he had given an Order, that he 


| thould upon no Occaſion whatever come out of 


the Place, it being the only one to which the Ro- 


maus could poſſibly retreat. Every Thing being 


thus prepared, Beliſarius embarked on Board a 
Veſſel, to take upon him the Command of the 
Fleet. Beliſarius, having done this, met with a 
Corps-de-Garde of the Oftrogoths, which were ſta- 
| tioned upon the two Banks of the River, to de- 
fend a Chain, which Totila had laid acroſs in Or- 


der to ſhut up the Paſſage; and, having attacked it, 


he ſlew one Part of them, put the other to Flight, 
and, taking away the Chain, advanced to the Ene- | 
mies Tower, and, ſetting it on Fire, burned it 


together with the Troops who were in it, as well as 


repulſed all thoſe who oppoſed his Paſſage. He 
was now on the Point of entering the City 8 
Nome, when Fortune abandoned him, who ſeem- 
ed to have only raiſed him to this Height of Suc- 
ceſs, in Order to render his Fall ſo much the 
more painful. This Jaac, who was entruſted with 
guarding the Fortification of the Port, deſirous of 
ſharing the Glory of his General, took with him 
500 Men of the Garriſon, and, falling upon the 
'D nemies, purſued them to their very Camp, 
where being obliged to yield to the Efforts of the 
_ Oftrogoths againſt him, he was, at length, taken 
Priſoner. Upon the News of this, Beliſarius ima- 

gined, chat the Enemies had got Poſſeſſion of the 
e „For 
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Fortification, taken all his Baggage, and that the 
Romans were quite deſtitute of any Place of Re- 


treat: At firſt, Beliſarius was ſtruck with Conſter- 
nation, and drew off his Army in Order to go and 


retake the Port. Nevertheleſs, as ſoon as he had 


reached this Place, being acquainted with the Im- 
prudence of I ſaac, and the Fault he had committed 


in ſuffering himſelf to be taken, he fell ſick with 


Grief, and thought he ſhould have died of it. How- 


ever, he loon recovered again, took new Courage, 


and endeavoured to find out {ome Means or other 


of repairing this Miſconduct. — Whilſt Beliſarius 


| was undetermined how to act, four Iſaurians, who 
| guarded the Walls of Rome, deſcended by the Aſ- 


fiſtance of a long Rope, and, going to Totila, pro- 
miſed him, that they would deliver up Rome to 
him. Upon this the King of the Oftrogoths ſent 
two of his Soldiers with them, to examine whether 


the Scheme propoſed was practicable. Upon their 
Return, theſe Men aſſured him, that the City 
might be taken in that Part of the Place which 
the //aurians had acquainted him with. Accord- 
ingly, therefore, in the Beginning of the Night, 
he made four of the moſt daring of his Soldiers, 
_ aſcend the Walls, by Means of a Rope-Ladder, 
who immediately forcing open one of the Gates of 
the City, Rome was thereupon taken. Totila ſecured 


the Place againſt Raviſhment and Maſſacre, but 


allowed his Troops to plunder. He, after this, 
wrote a Letter to Juſtinian, which ran thus: You 


muſt certainly know what has happened at 


6 Nome; it is needleſs, therefore, for me to men- 
tion it. I ſend my Ambaſſadors to you with 
© no other View, than to demand a Peace. Ana- 
© ftafius and Theodoric, who were both of them 
© wiſe Princes, made a mutual Alliance, and their 
$ e was happy; let us imitate them. If you 
5 ee 
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comply with my Demand, I ſhall regard you as 
5 my Father, and will ſerve you in whatever Wars 
you may happen to be engaged in.“ After 7uſ- 


' tinian had read this Letter, he told the Ambaſſa- 


dors, that Beliſarius had the Command in general 


over the Armies in [taly, and that it was left to 


him to make either War or Peace, as he ſhould 


think proper. —Whilſt the Ambaſſadors were at 


Conſtantinople, Totila, finding that a Party of Oftro- 


got hs had been defeated in Lucania by one of Be- | 


liſarius's Officers, he hereupon reſolved to raze the 


very Walls of Rome, and to lead his Army into 
Lucania, He ſet out accordingly to execute this 


Deſign. A third Part of the Walls was already 


demoliſhed, and they were upon the Point of ſet- 

ting Fire to the Houſes, and burying Rome under 

its Aſhes: When the News of this, coming to Be- 
 liſarius, aſtoniſhed him greatly; and, in Order to 
prevent this melancholy Event from taking Place, 
he ſent the following Letter to Totila: The Em- 

belliſhments of Cities are the Works of the 
© wiſeſt Politicians. A Perſon muſt be loſt to 

© Reaſon to deſtroy them, and to hand down to 

© Poſterity the moſt ſhameful Marks of his 

© Vengeance. Nome itſelf is the moſt beautiful 
© and celebrated City in the World. It is the 


Work of the Roman Emperors, and a ſtanding 


Mark of their Greatneſs. In deſtroying this, 
you will deprive the Dead of thoſe glorious Mo- 


© whilſt the Living will loſe that Pleaſure which 


they might have had in contemplating upon 
< thoſe molt valuable Remains of Antiquity. As 
for yourſelf, either you muſt be a Conqueror, 


or conquered. If you are the former, it will be 

your very own Property that you deſtroy, and 

you will be deprived of the greateſt Ornaments 
+£6:0f- 
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of your Kingdom: If you are the latter, after 
your having eraſed the Walls of Rome, you have 
no farther Favour to expect. In a Word, in 
the Preſervation of this Place, you. will acquire 
Glory, ſince the Reputation of all Princes de- 
« pends upon the Nature of their Actions.“ Totila, 
ſtruck with this Manner of Reaſoning, with-held 
the Demolitions of the Place; and encamping a 
Party of his Troops about ſix and twenty Stadi- 

ums from the City, to keep Beliſarius ſhut up in 
the Port, he marched with the Remainder into 
Lucania. Beliſarius, hearing of this, leaves the 


we 


A 


8 


Port and attacks the Enemy: One Party of them 


he flew, another he put to F light, entered Rome, 
and repaired its Fortifications with incredible Diſ- 
patch. Teti/a was informed of this, and ſet out 
as ſoon as poſſible with all his Forces to beſiege 
Rome. He arrives before the Place, and upon 
his Attacking of it is repulſed: He returns to the 

Charge, and, being 1 repulſed, He at length 
raiſes the Siege of it. * Beliſarius, after this, 

went to the Tomb of St. Peter, to return Thanks 

to this Apoſtle for the Protection which he had af- 

forded to this City. He morever preſented to the 
Church a golden Crucifix of 100 lb. We ioht, or- 
namented with precious Stones, upon which were 
engraven his Victories. The Oftrogoths had hither- 
to beſtowed exceſſive Praiſes upon Totila, upon the 
Account of his having met with great Succeſs : 
But now obſerving, that he had ſuffered Rome to 
be taken without being able to prevent it, they 
loaded him with Invectives. It is true, indeed, 
that he was guilty of an Error in not demoliſh- N 
ing Rome, or in his not leaving a Garriſon therein 
ſufficient to defend it. Nevertheleſs, it is proba- 
ble, that he did not think Beliſarius to be e 


* imonius Monach. ae Geſtis Francorum, 
| ing, 
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ing, or vigilant enough to enter ſo large a City, 
and to repair the Fortifications of it 10 very ex- 
peditiouſſy. In Order to Totila's juſtifying him- 
ſelf againſt the Accuſations of his Soldiers, he 
accuſed the Roman General of Temerity, and pro- 
teſted that, for the Future, he would not fall into 
the like Errors. Juſtinian, finding that his Gene- 
ral was unable to attack the Enemy from the 
Weakneſs of his Army, ſent him a Reinforce- 
ment of 1200 Men. This * Supply of Forces, 
however, did not enable Beliſarius to reſiſt the 
Troops of Totila : Beliſarius, therefore, account- 


ing it to be quite Raſhneſs to run the Riſque of a 
general Engagement with ſuch unequal Forces, 


placed Garriſons in all thoſe Places which were 
as yet under the Reman Government, and failed 
to Sicily. His Wife Antonina was ſent to Conflan- 
tinople, to lay before the Emperor the State of his 
Affairs in Italy, and to requeſt ſome more power- 


ful Succours than thoſe which had hitherto been 
| ſent him: Finding, however, that ſhe could not 
Juſtinian to recall her 


obtain them, ſhe intreated 
Husband from Italy, which was granted. 


After this illuſtrious Perſon's Departure, the 
e, retook almoſt. every Thing they had 


5 ſays, chat, about this Time, Bel: Iiſarins a 


againſt the Francs who had entered 1taiy, and gave them Battle. 
When, after a very obſtinate Engagement, the Romans fled; that 


Beliſarius was ſurrounded by the Enemies, and that he fell, co- 
I know not whence this Writer picked 


voted with Wounds. 
up this fabulous Story. Perhaps, indeed, he might intend to 
raiſe the Glory of his Country by this Defeat, and by the 
Death of the very greateſt Warrior of bis Times. The Francs, 


nevertheleſs, had no Manner of Occaſion to have Recourſe to 


ſuch Fictions; and all the Latin Hiſtorians are miſtaken in the 
Accounts which they give of the Death of Be/i/arius. It is 
very evident, that they had none of them read either Procepins, 
or Agathias, who were Cotowporanes with this great Man. 
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loſt: When the Eunuch Narſes marched againſt 
them, and intirely ſubdued them. At laſt, Beli- 
ſarius returned to Conſtantinople, which he entered 


amidſt the Acclamations of the People.— The 


Emperor himſelf received him in a moſt friendly 
Manner, and loaded him with Dignities and Ho- 


nours.— The great Perſonages of the State ſhewed 


him all imaginable Reſpect, and every body gave 
Way before him : In this Manner was it, that he 
quietly paſſed his Days, and enjoyed that Glory, 
which his Labours had merited. * Beliſarius was 
now grown very old, when a Swarm of Hunns en- 
tered the Territories of the Empire, plundered ſe- 
veral Villages, maſſacred the People, carried off 
their Money and Cattle, and laid waſte their Ha- 


bitations. As at this Time Juſtinian regarded 
wholly religious Affairs, and Beliſarius, for ſome 
Time before, had quitted all military Thoughts; 
ſo there were no Troops ready to engage the Bar- 
barians. No new Recruits were raiſed, and the 
veteran Soldiers, being unpaid, were obliged to 


lay down their Arms, and have Recourſe to other 
Methods of ſubſifting themſelves. The Legions 


were weakened, and the Towns were left ungar- 
riſoned. The Barbarians, accordingly, advanced 
as far as the very Gates of Conſtantinople, and every 


body, except Beliſarius, was ſtruck with a Panic. 
This heroic Perſon, however, loaded as he was 
with Years, put on his Armour again, and Bra- 
very endued him with freſh Vigour. He convened 


all the Soldiers who were in Conſtantinople, (being, 
according to Agathias's Account, no more than 


300) rouſed up the young Men to 'defend their 


Country, and, arming ſome of them, marched 
againſt the Enemy. Beliſarius ſent out Spies to 
diſcover where the Hunns were encamped, and 


'* Agathias, Lib. V. e Ne Soak 
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what Appearance they made. This conſummate 


General, obſerving the great Eagerneſs of the 
Troops to engage, bid them conſider, that it was 
only by their acting prudently, that they could 
obtain the Victory. At length, the Hunns, de- 
taching two thouſand Horſe to ruſh at once upon 
the Romans, Beliſarius ſent two hundred Men to 


lie in Ambuſcade, on each Side of the Foreſt, 


where the Enemy was to paſs through, and or- 
dered them to pour out upon them, as ſoon as 
ever the Signal was given, not doubting, but 
that, as they would be attacked on both Sides 

at once, their ſuperior Numbers would be of 

little Advantage to them. Perceiving, more- 

over, that the Wind was directly in the Ene- 

mies Faces, he commanded ſeveral Trees to be 

cut down, and to be drawn along the Ground, in 

the Rear of his Army, in Order that, the vaſt Buſt 

which they raiſed being driven againſt the Hunns, 

they might thereby be 5 from diſcovering 

the Roman Forces, and 

deprived of that Light, which was neceſſary to 
them, in Order to defend themſelves. As ſoon 
as ever, therefore, Beliſarius found, that the Ene- 


my had advanced to the Place where the Am- 


buſcade was laid, he marched againſt them, and 


7 gave the Signal to the two hundred Soldiers placed 


on each Side the Foreſt, Hereupon the Hunns, 
being preſſed on all Sides, fell one upon another, 
and were crowded up in ſuch a Manner together, 
that they could not make any Uſe of their Jave- 
lins, and being alſo blinded by the Duſt, could not 
ſee their Antagoniſts : In ſhort, they were all cut 

to Pieces, and ſearcely was there one left to carry 

home the News of their Defeat. In this Action, Be- 

iſarius animated his Troops by his own Example, 
and overthrew all thoſe who dared to oppoſe him. 
| I 3 The 
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The Barbarians being, hereupon, quite thrown in- 
to Conſternation, packed up their Baggage, and 
gecamped. Beliſarius was willing, indeed, to have 
fallen upon them, whilſt they were in this Con- 
| ſternation ; but the Emperor ordered him to re- 
turn into the City. He accordingly obeyed, and 
brought back with him all the Troops, which 
were under his Command, not ſo much as one 
Roman being loſt in this Action. At his Return, 
every body ran to the Gates of the City to receive 
him; the common People called him their Fa- 
ther, and their Deliverer.— The Emperor, during 
the Tranſports of his Joy, beſtowed upon him the 
moſt affectionate and glorious Appellations. In 
a Word, Fame ſpread the Report of this ſignal 
Victory all over the Empire; ; and every Tongue 
was employed in ſinging the Praiſes of Beliſarius. 
His * Glory, however, excited the Envy of ſome 
of the Courtiers, who accuſed him of courting the 
Favour of the People, in Order to accompliſh a 
Deſign which he had formed of poſſeſſing him- 
ſelf of the Imperial Seat. Juſtinian was now old, 
and very eaſily perſuaded. Accordingly, this 
malicious Suggeſtion overpowered the Dictates 
of Gratitude, and made him even guilty of In- 
juſtice. The Emperor always gave ſtrong Proofs 
of his being diſpleaſed at the Elogiums beſtow- 
„ ed by others upon Beliſarius ; and yet, whenever. 
r, they ceaſed to praiſe him, they could not forbear 
r, | admiring him. The Conduct, the Mildneſs, and 
.. | Reſignation of Beliſarius, much more powerfully 
xt | reproached Juſtinian with his Injuſtice, than any 
it | Words could do; and the only Method this Ge- 
y | neral took of revenging himſelf, was, by his ne- 
ver once Complaining. He had hitherto ſhewn 
I the Greatneſs of his Soul, in meriting Rewards 4. 
1, | CCearenus's Annals. Fil 
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and he now did it more ſtrongly, in deſpiſing of 


them. As he was innocent, ſo he lived without 
Fear, and his own Integrity was the Pledge of his 
Security. He died at laſt, in the Year * 565. 


1 All the Soldiers lamented their General, their 


Companion, and their Friend. The People de- 

” ee their Deliverer, and their Father; and the 
Empire itſelf loſt at once all its Glory and Sup- 

port. 

1 9 this Account of Beliſarius' s Life, I have paid 


no Regard to what the Latin Hiſtorians have men- 


_ tioned of the Misfortunes and the Death of this 
illuſtrious Perſon ; ſince, according to their Re- 


lation, this great Man, being accuſed (although 


innocent) of having formed a Conſpiracy againſt 


the Emperor Juſtinian, was diveſted of all his Ho- 


nours, ſtripped of all his Poſſeſſions, and had his 
Eyes put out, and at laſt was neceſſitated to beg 
his Bread in the Streets of Conſtantinople, having 


nothing but a Staff for his Guide. The Greek 


Hiſtorians, nevertheleſs, relate Things in a quite 


_ contrary Manner. Procopius expreſly tells us, in 


his Book of the Gothic War, that Beliſarius return- 


cd to Conflantinople, where he was received by the 
Emperor with all imaginable Honours; and that he 
was deſirous of retaining him with him. Agathias, 


who lived in Conflantinople in this Perſon's Time, 


remarks his being very old at the Time of his de- 
feeating the Hunns under the Walls of Conflantinople. 
That his Glory had excited the Envy of the Great 
againſt him, who accuſed him of having ambi- 

tious Deſigns, and, by this Calumny, prevented 
the Emperor from beſtowing upon him the Re- 
ward due to his Labours, and proportioned to his 

Conqueſts: But the omitting to recompenſe a 

; Perſon e to his Deſerts is not the ſame 


0 Cedrenus' s Annals, 7 


Thing 
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Thing, as wy cauſing him to periſh in Miſery. 
Georgius Cedrenus, alſo, who lived ſome Time af- 
terwards, when Juſtinian's Family was no longer 
upon the Throne, would not have failed to have 
reproached 7uſtinian with this Crime, had he been 
really guilty of it. This Writer, however, whogives 

high Commendations to Beliſarius, ſays, that he died 

in a peaceable Manner at Conſtantinople. That which 

might probably occaſion the Latin Hiſtorians 
falling into the Error they have done, was probably _ 
that Perſecution which the Empreſs Theodora raiſed 
againſt this great Hero, and which I have men- 
| tioned in his Life. The Victories, acquired by 
Beliſarius, having rendered his Name fo illuſtrious 
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in the Weſt; Fame carried thither, likewiſe, the 1 
Account of his Misfortunes, and very greatly 9 


exaggerated them. He did not ſo much as re- — 
turn thither, until a long Time afterwards; nor [ 
did he perform any Thing remarkable. As to 4 
what the Grecian Writers have recorded of Beli a- 1 


rius, it was not ſo much as even tranſacted in the _ | 
Weſt. It happened, however, that ſeveral Latin 1 
Authors believed what theſe had ſaid, and related it i 
_ accordingly. The Writings of thoſe Perſons there- N 
fore being ſtill extant, and the Error itſelf, ſteal- - 2 
ing down from Age to Yes has reached the 2 888 1 1 
ſent Times. 3 „„ 
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APPENDIX. 


In Order to throw the greater Lis bt upon this | 
Life of Beliſarius, and to render it more com- 
Pleat, I thought it might not be amiſs to add 
the following brief Account of the Reign of the 

_ Oftrogoths in Italy, which is taken from the 
Second V olume of Atlas Geograph. in Quarto, 5 


04 CER,. King of che 1 bing 
called into 1taly "by Nepos, and having 
| ſubdued Auguſtulus, was ee by Theodoric II, 
King of the Golds, in the ſeventeenth Year of his 7 
Reign. N | = 
1. 7 eodoric II. ſucceeded in 493, and begiit. 


= a Reign of the Oſtrogoths. He was natural Son 


to Valamer, who reigned in Part of Dacia and 
Maia. He aſſiſted the Eaſtern Emperor Zeno, 
who was baniſhed by Baſiliſcus; for which he had 
the Honour of a Triumph, a Statue erected in 


Conſtantinople, was adopted by the Emperor for 


his Son, and ſent by him into Lady againſt Ogoa- 
cer; whom he defeated ſeveral Times, obliged 
him to ſhare the Country with him, and at laſt 
put him to Death, on Pretence of ill Deſigns 
againſt him. Being thus Maſter of [aly, he con- 
5 es himſelf by great Alliances. He married 
the Siſter of Clovis, King of France, and matched 
his own Siſters to Maric, King of the Yiſigoths, 

and Sigiſinund, King of the Burgundians, —He re- 

: formed and Tan his * and, h 
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